
W I N T E R  2 0 2 2



2

Caro l inaT igerRescue.o rg

The Paw Print  • WINTER 2022
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Executive Director

After almost 20 years as the Executive Director of 
Carolina Tiger Rescue, I am retiring at the end of 
February. My time at the sanctuary has been a journey 
like none other. When I arrived in April 2003, there was 
an unofficial budget of about $230,000, a very basic 
chart of accounts, and no executive director (a board 
member acted as needed). The gift shop consisted of 
a hat and screen saver! There were 5 ½ full time 
employees and over 130 animals in our care. 
Volunteers received minimal training and supervision 
and came and went at will. The sanctuary was 
overgrown with old, dilapidated trailers, a food prep 
area open to the elements, no quarantine facility, and 
not a single decent vehicle in sight. We had three years 
of audits with a “going concern,” meaning it was 
unclear how we could survive another year. We were 
not only broke but the organization was broken.

Believe it or not, I saw potential everywhere! So, the 
hard work began. We were lucky to have a strong core 
of donors who LOVE this place. And perhaps even 
more importantly, a real need for our services. Now, 
nearly 20 years later, Carolina Tiger Rescue: 

• provides sanctuary to an average of 50 animals 
annually

• employs a knowledgeable keeper team that       
provides the best quality of care

• achieved GFAS (Global Federation of Animal    
Sanctuaries) accredidation 

• proudly co-founded the Big Cat Sanctuary Alliance
• employs 21 fantastic staff members, 14 in program 

services (animal care, site, and education), 5 in     
administrative and fundraising, and 2 flex in both areas

• offers a robust education program with a website, 
public and private tours, field trips, virtual tours,    
summer camps, internships, Tiger Tribe kid’s club, 
and a kid’s website

• built a quarantine building, a large multi-section    
enclosed food prep building, and equipment 

     storage buildings
• installed a new temporary building to support our 
     education services

• upgraded the perimeter 
fence and built larger, 

     redesigned habitats, new            
     food chutes, and lock-outs   
     for enhanced animal care   
     and safety
• secured a part-time veterinarian and purchased 

much more medical equipment
• proudly operates a cleaner, more organized, and 

more well-kept sanctuary 
• features a great gift shop (and online store) that     

raises over $100,000 annually 
• supports the animals through a robust adoption        

program and an expanding Sanctuary Stewards    
program (comprised of people who have included us 
in their estate plans)

• raised $300,000 to seed our new Sustainability Fund 
(our endowment), ensuring our future for as long as 
we are needed

• has plans to launch our Trails & Tails Project to           
develop two accessible tour routes while upgrading 
utilities along the way 

• has grown programmatically, operationally, and 
financially strong!

I know Carolina Tiger will continue to thrive and 
be a leader in ensuring a better life for wild cats in               
captivity and in the wild. I owe many thanks to our 
generous donors, avid volunteers, and determined staff. 
Because of you and your dedication to the animals at 
Carolina Tiger Rescue, the picture today is VERY different. 

Thank you, thank 
you, thank you for 
all you have done. 
You can be proud 
of what we built 
here. 

My very best,
Pam

The Director’s Desk

Staff
Pam Fulk – Executive Director

Kathryn Bertok – Assistant Director
Lauren Humphries – Senior Keeper

Larissa Hill – Keeper
Cara Vitale – Keeper

Angela Lassiter – Veterinarian
Katie Cannon – Education Director

AJ Walsh – Education Assistant
Maryssa Hill – Volunteer Coordinator

Susan King Cope – Development Director

Board of Directors
Jay Baas– President

Laura (Lolly) Gasaway – Vice President
Aparna Ramabhadran – Secretary/Treasurer

Barbara Daniel
Kevin O’Dell

Nicole Robertson 
Ruth Stalvey
Chad Virgil
Julia Wood

Heidi Zangara – Donor Engagement Director
Hsi Chen – Gift Shop Manager

Kelly LaCour - Administrative/Donor Assistant
Kyra Bucich – Office Manager

Nicola Goodman – Data Services Assistant
Tara Murphy – Campaigns Coordinator

Keri Helmrich – Program Assistant
Louise Orr – Communications Director

Roger Harvey - Site Manager
Tiffany Bernard – Site Assistant

John McLeod – Construction Assistant

Pam and Fenimore Tiger (2008)
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Pam and Fenimore Tiger (2008)

Join Carolina Tiger Rescue’s Tiger Tribe, 
a club for kids who love tigers and 

other wild cats! As a member of our 
Tiger Tribe, your child will have the 

opportunity to learn about the ins and 
outs of sanctuary life and fun facts 

about wild cats, create fantastic crafts, 
and win cool prizes. Included in your 
Tiger Tribe membership is a welcome 
kit, four newsletters per year, a gift on 

your birthday, and other surprises 
throughout the year. 

To join: 
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From Ohio to North Carolina:From Ohio to North Carolina:

How Reina Lion found her forever homeHow Reina Lion found her forever home

was one of many states without laws banning the 
private ownership of wild and dangerous 
animals. Now it has some of the strictest. With the 
passing of these laws, other facilities in the state 
decided they couldn’t keep up with the newly 
implemented regulations and needed to rehome 
their animals to ensure everyone’s safety. Roman 
and Reina Lion, Roscoe and Camilla Tiger, and 
Jericho and Nakobi Cougar, were rescued from one 
of these facilities in Ohio in 2012 and brought to their 
forever home, Carolina Tiger Rescue.

As of 2021, North Carolina remains one of four states 
without laws against privately owning wild and 
exotic animals. Carolina Tiger Rescue continues to 
work to educate the public on Roman and Reina’s 
story to show that we don’t have to wait until 
something tragic happens to make a difference.

This past October was the tenth anniversary of one 
of the biggest news stories concerning wild 
animals to date. In late October 2011 a man who 
privately owned 56 wild animals (bears, tigers, 
lions, leopards, etc.) in Zanesville, Ohio, cut the 
cages of his animals, setting 49 of them loose to 
roam the rural county where he resided. No one 
knew he had done this until lions were showing up 
on the highway and tigers were in people’s 
backyards. By the end of the night, all 49 animals 
had been found and put down. Lethal force was 
the only way to ensure the safety of the public, as 
tranquilizers would take too long to take effect.

Many will remember this story - it was all over the 
news for weeks. In the months that followed, the 
state of Ohio decided it could never let an 
incident like that happen again. Ohio, at the time, 

Our cover star, Reina, and her enclosure-mate, Roman

shop.CarolinaTigerRescue.org/
products/tiger-tribe
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Animal Spotlight Willow Bobcat

Willow Bobcat’s story is unique in that her life 
began in the wild. She was found in Illinois as an 
orphaned juvenile and taken in by a wildlife 
rehabber. Once healthy and ready to be 
released, it was discovered that Willow had 
imprinted on humans and did not want to 
return to the wild. Instead, she found a 
permanent home as one of our residents. While 
shy at first, Willow has become increasingly 
comfortable around people. Depending on her 
mood, she may come waltzing up to greet 
visitors and purr in the hopes of receiving a treat, 
or she may opt instead to play an excellent 
game of ‘hide and seek’.

There are more than 100,000 bobcats in the 
state of North Carolina alone!

A highly adaptable species, bobcats like Willow are found from 
the mountains to the coast. Their highly elusive nature 

means it’s rare to spot them in the wild. Should you encounter 
one, admire from a safe distance - keep wildlife wild!

In the state of North Carolina, it is illegal to own 
native wildlife as a pet. Bobcats are a native 
species, therefore, a Captivity License must be 
obtained to legally house them at the 
sanctuary. The license verifies the manner in 
which the animal was obtained and the 
reason for keeping the animal in captivity. 
In contrast, no state permitting is required to 
own exotic animal species in North Carolina, 
including tigers. 

Why is legislation in place to keep individuals 
from owning bobcats and cougars but not 
lions and tigers? Carolina Tiger Rescue 
believes all wild animals should be admired in 
their natural habitats and not owned as pets. 
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The Big Cat Public Safety Act (BCPSA) 
A common sense solution to the big cat problem in the United States

What is the BCPSA?
The Big Cat Public Safety Act (H.R. 263/S. 1210) is 

bipartisan federal legislation that would prohibit the 
possession of lions, tigers, leopards, cheetahs, 

jaguars, cougars, or any hybrid of these species by 
private individuals. It is narrowly focused on pet big 

cats and includes exemptions for sanctuaries, 
universities, and zoos. This bill also restricts direct 

contact between the public and big cats. This bill is 
an urgently needed solution to the plethora of 

problems associated with the private big cat trade, 
including animal abuse and public safety risks. 

Aria Tiger’s transformation after her rescue from a private home in 
2013 was remarkable. Aria passed away in 2016, but her story 

is a reminder of why big cats shouldn’t belong to private owners. 

Why is this bill important?
It is estimated that there are anywhere from 5,000 
to 10,000 tigers in captivity in the United States. This 
estimate does not include other species of big cats. 
Exact numbers are a mystery, as are the locations 
of the vast majority of these animals. Some are 
used for abusive and exploitative practices like cub 
petting, speed breeding, the entertainment 
industry, or to fuel the black market trade for 
wildlife parts. Others are kept in private homes with 
no oversight. Since 1990, there have been at least 
400 dangerous incidents involving captive big cats 
in the United States, including the Zanesville, Ohio 
incident in 2011 (see page 3 for more information). 

Roscoe Tiger and his enclosure-mate, Camilla, are two other big cats 
rescued from a failing facility in Ohio in 2012 as a result of changing 
statewide legislation in Ohio in response to the Zanesville incident. 

How can you help?

STAY UP TO DATE CONTACT YOUR 
REPRESENTATIVESLearn more and follow updates on the 

Big Cat Public Safety Act by visiting 
the Animal Welfare Institute’s website.

Use the Animal Welfare Institute’s 
“Take Action” tool to easily contact 
your senators and representatives 

and urge them to support the 
passage of the 

Big Cat Public Safety Act.
Star Cougar
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An update on our latest rescue: 
Pixie Serval

Estate gifts provide 
Carolina Tiger Rescue with new 

Education Center

We are thrilled to announce the arrival of our 
new modular building that will act as a 
temporary Education Center for Carolina 
Tiger Rescue. This building will be the center of 
operations for all of our educational 
programming including public and private tour 
orientations, summer camps, homeschool 
classes, new volunteer orientations, and more. 
Our Site Team will be outfitting the new addition 
with a wheelchair-accessible entrance and 
porch, and it is all hands on deck to get the 
inside ready for use as soon as possible. 

Carolina Tiger Rescue is truly grateful for two 
wonderfully generous gifts from the estates of 
Marilyn S. Bilpuch and Robin Gager that allowed 
us to purchase this building to house our 
Education Program. Education plays a crucial 
role in our mission to save and protect wild cats 
in captivity and in the wild. Through their 
thoughtful and kind planning, Ms. Bilpuch and 
Ms. Gager’s gifts will help us educate thousands 
of tour guests and school children each year.  
 
Individuals who include Carolina Tiger Rescue in 
their estate plans are invited to join our 
Sanctuary Stewards group.  For more 
information:  

CarolinaTigerRescue.org/
giving/estate-giving

Since her rescue from the woods outside of 
Boston, MA in July of 2021, Pixie has 

settled in wonderfully at Carolina Tiger Rescue. 
Though she is the smallest of all of the servals 

we care for at the sanctuary, she is confident! She 
watches visitors curiously, and is not afraid to 
send a hiss their way should they get too close. 

Her small stature, dark amber eyes, and long tail 
set her apart physically from others of her 

species. She quickly stole the hearts of volunteers 
and staff members alike and we’re thrilled to be 

able to provide her a safe, peaceful forever home. 

The modular building was delivered in two parts by semi 
trucks - an exciting sight for staff and volunteers! 
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We are excited to 
finally introduce some 
animals that we have 
not been able to 
discuss prior. These five 
animals (four white-
nosed coatis and one 
African crested 
porcupine) have been 
involved in an ongoing 
legal case involving a 
roadside zoo in 

Quebec, Canada. More than 200 animals were 
seized by HSI (Humane Society International) and the 
Montreal SPCA. The owner of the zoo was arrested 
and charged with neglect and cruelty to animals. All 
the animals were transported and placed in trusted 
sanctuaries until the court case could be held and 
a verdict reached. Nearly two years later, the owner 
pleaded guilty to charges, and the case is resolved, 
meaning we are now able to discuss the animals with 
the public. 

It’s been exciting 
working with new 
animals and 
especially a new 
species. Fabio von 
Prickles is our first 
ever porcupine 
and has created 
some fun challenges in dealing with a new species. 
Porcupines dig regularly in search of food, but also 
to create burrows for shelter. His enclosure was built 
with buried concrete and fence skirts reinforced 
to prevent him from digging out. We also limit how 
deep he can dig his tunnels. However, digging is an 
important and natural behavior for porcupines, so 
we want to make sure he can express those natural 
behaviors and keep him busy! We are excited for 
our Carolina Tiger family to officially meet our new 
residents. 

Fabio von Prickles (porcupine), and Bud, Poppy, Clover, and 
Tulip Coatimundis are all featured on the back of this 

edition of the Paw Print!

Keeper’s Corner

Left: Cara Vitale – Keeper
Center: Larissa Hill – Keeper

Right: Lauren Humphries – Senior Keeper

Fabio

The Black Tie & Tails Ball is back, and 
this year we’re celebrating the country 
of Mexico! Join us for an evening filled 

with good friends, fantastic culinary 
delights, engaging silent and live 

auctions, and of course, music 
and dance. 

Matt Holiday, auctioneer extraordinaire, 
is back and ready to get the bidding 
started. And Wade Minter, Carolina 

Hurricanes Arena Announcer, will guide 
us through the evening as our emcee. 

Everybody R-O-A-R!

TICKETS: 
$175 per person through January 31st or

$200 each starting February 1st

REGISTER: 
CarolinaTigerRescue.org/BTTB
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Creatures great and small - you help us care for them all! 

DAYTIME TOURS: Year-round, Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday. Get tickets online.

Holiday tours, private tours, specialty tours, 
virtual tours and field trips, and 

volunteer opportunities available.

BLACK TIE & TAILS BALL
February 26 

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY: 
March 3

TWILIGHT TOURS:
Beginning in March and running through October

EARTH DAY:
April 22

Tours and Important Dates

To learn more about the work we do and and the animals we have 
rescued, visit our website: www.CarolinaTigerRescue.org 

Fabio von Prickles (African crested porcupine)

Bud Coatimundi

Tulip Coatimundi

Poppy Coatimundi

Clover Coatimundi


