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The Director’s Desk Pam Fulk
Executive Director

It’s hard to believe that we are preparing to 
celebrate 45 years isn’t it?

We have defied the odds and survived the 
changing landscape in which the world 
moved from casual interest in wild animals 
to cataloging threatened and endangered 
species to save them in the wild. Society’s 
interests changed from using wild animals 
for entertainment to a growing conservation 
movement and increasing demand for humane 
treatment in captivity. The tolerance for people 
owning wild animals as pets is waning and the 
support for circuses that include wild animal 
acts is dwindling.

In 1996, our founder, Dr. Michael Bleyman, 
passed away. We struggled for several years 
to survive his loss, to identify new leadership 
and to pursue maturity as a true wild cat 
sanctuary, improving our animal husbandry 
practices, building a new fundraising and 

management structure, 
and implementing new 
policies and procedures 
to enhance safety and 
security. 

We began as a breeding facility- true 
conservation- with four species and became 
world-renowned for our work with binturongs 
and ocelots. As this new culture evolved around 
us and as requests for rescue of other wild cats 
rose through the years, we changed our mission 
from one of pure conservation to protecting 
and saving wild cats in captivity and in the 
wild. Rescue and lifelong homes combined with 
conservation education and advocacy became 
our new purpose. Many nonprofits do not 
survive such a deep shift in mission. 

Now Carolina Tiger Rescue is recognized as 
one of the leading wild cat sanctuaries in the 
country. We’ve come a long way in 45 years!

Volunteer | Be a Member
Adopt an Animal

Be a Monthly Sustainer
Bring Friends for a Tour

Include the Cats in your Estate Plans
Become a Business Sponsor

Attend the Black Tie & Tails Ball 
Donate Items on our Amazon Wish List

More info: CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Ways You 
Can Help

Cover Photo: Caprichio Tiger
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Thank you for 45 years of support!  Over 150 active volunteers and 
many more donors make it possible for Carolina Tiger Rescue to take in 
animals in crisis and give them care, kindness, and safety; to advocate on 
the behalf of animals in the wild and in captivity; to educate thousands 
of visitors and school children each year on how their actions can make 
a positive difference in the lives of captive wild animals and to help 
preserve their species in the wild.  

From our beginning in 1973 as a captive breeding program for smaller 
threatened and endangered carnivores to our position today as one of the 
leading, federally-recognized wild cat sanctuaries in the country, we have seen both positive changes 
in the way animals are treated and viewed by the general public and also heartbreaking instances 
of animals who have been bred purely for profit and exploitation, neglected, or even abused.  We 
are encouraged by the positive impact Carolina Tiger Rescue has had on the lives of the individual 
animals we have rescued and honored by the opportunity to educate approximately 19,000 visitors 
each year about the animals they meet at Carolina Tiger Rescue and the challenges these species face 
in the wild.  We can’t wait to see what we can do with the support of our friends and Carolina Tiger 
Rescue family in the years ahead!

Carolina Tiger Rescue Celebrates 45 Years!

Join us for the Black Tie & Tails Ball
Tickets available online now

Washington Duke Inn
Durham NC
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The Curator’s Corner

A simple question, “Where did you come from?”  
For most of us, that answer is simple.  Perhaps we 
claim a state as our home.  Or maybe it’s just “the 
South.”  For our animals, “Where did you come 
from?” holds a lot of meaning, but not always for 
happy reasons.  

Zoey Serval came from a private owner in North 
Carolina.  Madonna Tiger came from a facility 
that had closed in Alabama.  Star was confiscated 
from a zoo due to permitting issues in Mississippi.  
Sheba was used as a photo prop in Cancun, 
Mexico.  All these rescues came with their own set 
of complications.

The hallmark of a roadside 
zoo tends to be small, 
cramped enclosures that are 
filthy.  Star had good health 
but the two other cats we 
rescued with Star had both 
been declawed and had issues 
with their feet. 

Sheba was exploited for profit.  
As a cub, she was removed 
from her mother and walked 
along the beaches in Cancun, 
Mexico, on a leash.  Tourists 
were able to pay to have their 
pictures taken with her.  But 

of course, her usefulness was gone once she was 
no longer tiny and cute. 

Zoey lived with a private 
owner in their back yard.  She 
was found when an arrest 
warrant was served at the 
house.  Luckily, the local 
animal control picked her up.  
There were no records of her 
ever having seen a vet. 

Thankfully, Star, Sheba, 
Zoey and many, many 
others have found their 
forever home at Carolina 
Tiger Rescue.  

We have been fortunate to 
give all our animals a safe place to spend the rest 
of their lives.   

They don’t have to play nice with family members.  
They don’t have to put on a show for customers.  
They don’t have to do anything they don’t 
want to do.  They get to live a quiet life with no 
expectations. 

Kathryn Bertok
Curator

Lily Coatimundi

IN TRIBUTE

Lily was known for her silly antics.  It was 
always fun to watch her use her crazy nose to 
nuzzle through her dish to find her favorite 
foods.  Or to see her extreme elation with fun-
smelling enrichment.  And not the least of all, 
we have all enjoyed watching Lily and Macano 
interact, snuggle and groom one another. 

Lily suffered from health issues for some time, 
and when we brought her to the Vet Center for a 
physical, she stopped breathing and was unable 
to be revived. Her wonderful personality is 
missed every day.
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Animal SpotlightHobie Serval

I am not 
a pet

I am wild

Hobie Serval came to Carolina Tiger Rescue after 
becoming aggressive and too much to handle for 
his previous owner. Kept as a pet, he made a habit 
out of ingesting non-food items. On numerous 
occasions, this required surgery. 

Hobie’s enclosure is tucked far off the main 
pathway and many visitors don’t realize he is 
there. A timid and stealthy serval, Hobie is often 
wary of approaching visitors and he will scurry 
to his favorite hiding spot, which ironically, is in 
plain sight. Nevertheless his coat camouflages 
him well amongst the leaves.

A sure-fire way to win Hobie over is to bring 
him food! The first sign of a treat will have him 
darting around his enclosure in an eager frenzy. 
Incredibly food motivated, Hobie will not hesitate 
to reach an arm up the food chute or through the 
chain link fence. Putting his naturally speedy 
paw strike to good use, he has been known to 
catch his own snacks from time to time. On rare 
occasion, Hobie will still try to eat something he 
shouldn’t, prompting the Keeper staff to modify 
his enrichment accordingly. We are happy to have 
Hobie in a safe and healthy environment. His 
story is one of many that depict why servals are 
not good pets.

Servals have the fastest paw strike of all the cats and are 
extremely aggressive hunters. A high-energy animal 
that hunts as frequently as a serval does will become 
destructive and aggressive when placed in a house. 
Many will eat inappropriate things, like phone cords, 
shoes, and socks which require emergency surgery.
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YOU Make the Difference!
Special Thanks to our 

Volunteers of the Month

Operant Training
Our keepers are always looking for ways to streamline 
animal care and improve outcomes for healthier, happier 
animals. They work with our animals with rewards to make 
everyone’s lives easier. For example, we work with Rajah 
Tiger to teach him to shift enclosures with hand signals 
and chunks of raw meat. Teaching this hand signal makes 
it quicker and less frustrating to get Rajah to shift through 
gates in enclosures 
so we can close 
off a portion and 
clean. 

In this photo, 
Maryssa works 
with Moki Tiger to 
get her comfortable 
with injections and 
blood draws. These 
behaviors provide an elevated level of animal husbandry 
and increase the level of care the animals receive.

Financial information about Carolina Tiger Rescue and a copy of its license 
are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. 

The license is not an endorsement by the State.

Robin has been a dedicated 
member of our planning 
committee, a devoted 
adoptive parent to Riley 
Tiger, and a very generous 
contributor of delicious 

baked goods from her bakery, Maxie 
B’s.  Robin has worked with us to try to 
minimize palm oil in her bakery.  Thank 
you, Robin!

Robin Davis 
Planning Committee | Sept. 2018

Sam has been with us for 
a year and excels in every 
capacity. She is always 
willing to do whatever is 
asked of her, whether it’s 

feeding, cleaning, or staying late to pick 
up a big mess from enrichment. We can 
always rely on Sam for a positive  
attitude and hilarious personality.   
Thank you, Sam!

Samantha Kern
ANIMAL CARE | Nov. 2018

Gifts in Honor 
Your gift to help the cats is a thoughtful way to honor 
someone special this holiday season.

They will receive a personal acknowledgment along with a 
big thank you for 
supporting the 
cats! Holidays, 
birthdays, 
weddings, 
graduations, 
anniversaries, or 
retirements are all 
wonderful reasons 
for honoring 
someone with a 
meaningful gift.

Information available online: 
carolinatigerrescue.org/membership-giving

Andrew goes well above 
and beyond and completes 
any task asked of him 
with enthusiasm. He is a 
great team player and is so 
dedicated to the animals 

and the staff; we are incredibly fortunate 
to have him as a part of the animal care 
team.  Thank you, Andrew! 

Andrew Freeman
ANIMAL CARE | Dec.  2018
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NEWS FROM 
THE SANCTUARY

Keeper’s Log

Anthony Leopard enjoys a donated 
Christmas tree

Keepers: Cara Vitale, Larissa Hill, Lauren Humphries

Keepers love this time of year when the animals get to enjoy 
unusual enrichment items.  In Fall, pumpkins and gourds are 
great because they can serve as a ball for animals to toss and bat 
around, but we can also carve them and add fun meat treats inside.  
Hobie Serval has perfected the art of shredding pumpkins to reach 
the treats inside!  In Winter, retired Christmas tree donations are 
fun.  Many of the cats love the pine smell and enjoy rubbing and 
rolling on top of them; the small animals can even hide inside 
them.  Keepers hide meat and other enrichments inside the trees 
and make it more challenging for the cats to find their treat.  We 
truly appreciate the donations people bring to the cats around the 
holidays.  It’s lots of fun for the cats, and fun for us to watch them 
enjoy something different! 

CAROLINA TIGER RESCUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Barbara Daniel, President | Chad Virgil, Vice President 

Paige Otos, Secretary & Treasurer 
Laura Gasaway | Marie Hopper | Becky Naples 

Kevin O’Dell | Aparna Ramabhadran | Ruth Stalvey 
 Julia Wood 

STAFF
Pam Fulk, Executive Director 

Kathryn Bertok, Assistant Director & Curator 
Tiffany Bernard, Construction Assistant 

Kyra Bucich, Office Manager 
Katie Cannon, Education Director 

Hsi Chen, Gift Shop Manager
Nicola Goodman, Data Services Assistant 

Roger Harvey, Site Manager 
Keri Helmrich, Program Assistant

Larissa Hill, Keeper
Maryssa Hill, Volunteer Coordinator 

Lauren Humphries, Senior Keeper
Susan King Cope, Development Director 

Angela Lassiter, Veterinarian 
Michelle Meyers, Communications Director 

Karen Rafferty, Administrative Assistant 
Cara Vitale, Keeper 

Heidi Zangara, Planned Giving Manager

Remember the Cats  
With A Holiday Gift 

100% of your donation supports the cats. 
Just think...

  • $25 provides enrichment for the cats
  • $50 provides enough straw for all of the den boxes
  • $75 provides a special treat for all of the cats
  • $100 provides medicine for a sick cat
  • $250 provides food for all of the animals for one day
  • $500 provides supplies for one quarantine exam
  • $1,000 provides food for all the animals for an  
     entire week!
  • $1,500 provides materials  
     for ongoing habitat and  
     sanctuary maintenance

Make a gift online at 
CarolinaTigerRescue.org

  



Carolina Tiger Rescue
1940 Hanks Chapel Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

919.542.4684

info@carolinatigerrescue.org
carolinatigerrescue.org

Tours and Important Dates

To unsubscribe from this newsletter, please email info@carolinatigerrescue.org

DAYTIME TOURS: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

TWILIGHT TOURS: April-Oct. 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

Holiday tours, private tours, specialty tours, field 
trips, and volunteer opportunities available. 
More information: CarolinaTigerRescue.org.

SUMMER CAMPS: June + July 2019

BLACK TIE & TAILS BALL: February 23, 2019
Join us as we experience the “Mysteries of 
Morocco.” See Page 3 for information.

Roman Lion  
is thankful  
for the gift  

of your  
support!
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