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The Director’s Desk

Pam Fulk
Executive Director

In many respects, people’s attitudes toward wildlife are changing. In South
America, there is a strong trend away from circuses, commercial wildlife
exploitation, even maintaining wild animals in zoos. In the United States, the
public’s attitude has been shifting as well. Witness the impact of the movie
Blackfish on our thinking about captive orcas. It is highly likely that this shifting
attitude was one of the driving factors to close Ringling Brothers Circus. People
are coming to understand that wild species are best preserved in their native
ecosystems, for the sake of the species, the ecosystems themselves, and for our sake as a species.
After all, humanity will thrive only as our home - the Earth - provides for us.
We live in interesting times though. While our thinking appears to be shifting in one way, our behavior
suggests conflicting values. Attempts to slow climate change (a major threat to habitat loss) are now
under threat in this country. The EPA and the Endangered Species Act itself are in danger. It’s time to
come to terms with what we truly believe about wild animals and their integral role in our own survival.
It’s time to act based on those beliefs.
Please think twice before patronizing businesses that use animals for entertainment purposes: circuses,
road side zoos, tiger cub petting and photo opportunities, and movies that use live animals instead of
CGI technology.

Ways YOU Can Help
Get Involved, Lend a Hand
Volunteer
Be a Member
Adopt an Animal
Be a Monthly Sustainer
Bring Friends for a Tour
Become a Business Sponsor
Attend the Black Tie & Tails Ball
Include the Cats in your Estate Plans
Donate Items on our Amazon Wish List
Celebrate International Tiger Day on July 29th
More information at CarolinaTigerRescue.org
Cover Photo: Carolina Tiger
Photo Courtesy of Brian Hochmuth
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The Paw Print is published three times a year.
Special thanks to Judy Johnston for design and layout.
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A High Price
for Entertainment

SABER

The closing of Ringling Brothers Circus has
made headlines, with people sharing mixed
feelings about its ending. The circus was long
considered good family fun, but as the public
has become aware of the inhumane methods
used to get animals to perform, there has been
an important shift in how people view using
animals for entertainment.

Saber is a relaxed and rather goofy tiger. He
enjoys enrichment activities, playing, and lounging
with his enclosure mate, Shenandoah. Saber also
loves water and can often be found playing in his
water dish. His striking blue eyes are noticeably
crossed, a feature common to all white tigers.

Circuses have not been alone in their use of
animals for entertainment. “Cub petting”
attractions, where people pay to hold or bottle
feed a cub and have their photo taken, use
cubs as props. To make them safer to handle,
cubs routinely have their teeth filed down, or
even pulled, and they are often declawed.

White tigers like Saber are beautiful, but it’s
important to know that they are not their own subspecies. The white coloring comes from a recessive
mutated gene that both parents must have in
order for the offspring to be white. White tigers in
captivity are all relatives of one another. Due to
many generations of inbreeding, white tigers are
often born with deformities including: crossed eyes,
deafness, scoliosis, and epilepsy.

Saber and Shenandoah are two of our new
arrivals who we believe were used in a cub
petting business. Both tigers suffer the effects of
having been fully declawed and having their
teeth filed down.

SHENANDOAH

Shenandoah is a somewhat reserved tiger who
likes to watch the world from a sunny spot in her
enclosure. When she isn’t napping, she can be
seen reminding resident vultures that they should
keep their distance.

July 29th is International Tiger Day
A Special Invitation for
Carolina Tiger Rescue Members

Join us for a members-only event on
July 29th from 8 -10 am.
Enjoy a pancake breakfast, help keepers
build enrichment items for the animals, play
fun games, and enjoy special tours!
We invite everyone to watch our website and
Facebook page for more ways to help us
celebrate and protect tigers this July!
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Like Saber, Shenandoah will likely have to have her
canines removed which requires a full extraction
of the tooth and root, a painful procedure but
one that is necessary because the teeth that were
filed have died and are decaying. The keepers
will watch Shenandoah and Saber closely to see if
they need medication to relieve pain from arthritis
which can result from the unnatural way they have
to walk after being declawed.
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The Curator’s Corner

Kathryn Bertok
Curator
to see the wild population
thrive and grow and be
there for our grandchildren
to be amazed by.
Sadly, this will never be
a reality for the animals
that we have been called
upon to rescue. These animals have never learned
to hunt; they are accustomed to people and
wouldn’t know to stay away from them. Even more
tragic, their native habitats are under attack, both
by poachers and by losing land to rapid human
development.

We have been fortunate to give fifteen new animals
a home recently. One question tends to come up
on a regular basis when we have a new rescue,
“Can’t you release them back into the wild?” It’s
a question that speaks to our core belief that wild
animals deserve to live in their native habitats.
Ideally, we would love for tigers and our other
species to be able to live and thrive in the wild.
We want them to have enough room to hunt and
protection from being hunted themselves. We want

Our answer to that question is an unfortunate
“no,” but we are proud to give these animals the
best possible life they can have in captivity. Our
supporters help us build large habitats and feed
fresh, whole-carcass food. We provide enrichment
items and fun toys, always striving to give them the
care they deserve in their home away from home.

IN TRIBUTE
Tarzan was an underdog but he became a vital member
of his pride with Sheba and Sebastian. He started life in
a 6x3x6 cage and his legs showed the impact of living in
such a small space with poor nutrition. He was never able
to run with the ease of the rest of his pride, but he never let
it slow him down. Tarzan had become lethargic and not
eager to eat so we anesthetized him to run blood work and
do a physical. The blood work came back with poor results
and he was running a fever. Our veterinarian felt that he
was also suffering from paraneoplastic syndrome, which
BEFORE
AFTER
triggers the immune system to respond to cancer. Given
TARZAN LION
the severity of the condition, we decided to euthanize.
Tarzan’s story will continue on as we educate people about issues facing wild animals in captivity. He never should have been
used for pay-to-play activities and made to live inside an 18 square foot cage. He deserved to be treated with love and respect.
We are grateful that we were able to give him his final home with his pride.

TRAPPER OCELOT

Trapper was a star on the tour route. He loved to come out and meet the guests and begin
his ocelot grumble. After he was diagnosed with kidney disease, we watched him slow down
and begin to lose weight, so we moved him off of the tour route and into a quieter enclosure.
When his kidney disease became advanced, we decided that euthanasia was necessary.
As with any health care decision made at Carolina Tiger Rescue, we always want to make
the right choice for our animals, even when that choice means saying good bye to an old
friend. Trapper’s silly antics and engaging personality made him easy to love and will make
him hard to forget.
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Animal Spotlight

ANTHONY LEOPARD

Anthony Leopard is one of the fifteen
recent arrivals from Colorado. Leopards
are the smallest of the big cat family,
averaging 80-160 pounds. They are
incredible predators known for their agile
climbing and jumping abilities. In the
wild their habitat range is vast, covering
many parts of Africa and southern Asia.
Although they have the widest distribution
of any wild cat, they are currently listed as
vulnerable on the IUCN’s (International
Union for Conservation of Nature) Red
List of Threatened Species. Their declining
numbers are due largely to habitat loss and
hunting.
Anthony moved out of quarantine into a
brand-new habitat on the tour trail that was
built just for him. The enclosure features
a ceiling as high as 20 feet to allow for
tall platforms that will cater to his natural
climbing instincts. Anthony Leopard
is on the small side at an estimated 80
pounds. He was born without the last few
vertebrae in his tail, causing the end of his
tail to be floppy. Anthony is energetic and
curious; he can be found running along
his enclosure as vehicles drive by and he
enjoys anything covered in lemon extract.
Carolina Tiger is excited to give this
amazing animal a forever home.

I AM N0T A
PROFIT

I AM WILD

In the last 50 years wild leopard populations have dramatically declined
from around 700,000 to just 50,000. One major reason for this rapid
decline is the popularity of trophy hunting. Guides charge $13,000$24,000 per hunt and are subject to very little regulation. From 20052014, over 450 African leopards were imported as trophies into the US
alone. Male leopards are particularly coveted which skews the sex ratio
and encourages the loss of genetic variation.
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THE SERENGETI

Thank You!

A place where the land runs on forever.

Our 10th Annual Black Tie & Tails Ball
took place on February 25th at the
beautiful Washington Duke Inn in
Durham, NC. Thank you to everyone
who attended, bid on auction items,
contributed to the Fund-A-Cause, and
helped us to make the Ball a success!

Hooray! The 10th annual Black Tie & Tails Ball was a sold-out event!
Honorary Chair, Beverly Clapp, welcome everyone with her
personal stories about getting engaged with Carolina Tiger and
how she has enjoyed painting with the cats, camping with the
cats, and pampering the cats!
Guests were bedazzled with our glitter tattoos and played fun
games like the Great Migration Bean Bag Toss and “spear”
throwing. The Heads and Tails game was fun as always with
Bill Ott (a long-time friend of the sanctuary), winning the $500
Amazon Gift Card. Bill…Wishlist Wednesday is calling your
name!
A delicious dinner, fun photo booth, and dancing wrapped up this puuurrrfect night!

Ovations to the Event Sponsors
Ocelot Elect ($1,000)

Serval Circle continued

The Animal Hospital of Carrboro
Jay & Janet Baas
Beverly Clapp
Rob & Hunter Goss
NetFriends
Petore Construction ($1,500)
Marshall Smith & David Hathaway
Mark & Elizabeth Zeringue

Hill, Chesson, & Woody
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Jewelsmith
Marks Consulting
Myriad Media Design
Becky & Dan Naples
Pittsboro Drug
Shine Shop Automotive
Starrlight Mead
Twin Rivers Senior Community
Julia Wood & Robbie Cox

Serval Circle ($500)
Brixx Pizza
Cambridge Hills Assisted Living
Edward Jones, Office of Chad Virgil
eTix

Bobcat Club ($300)
Companion Camp
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THank
you

We would like to offer a special thank you
to the following individuals:
Beverly Clapp, Honorary Chair
Steve Stewart, ABC-11 Meteorologist
Matt Holiday, Holiday Auctions
John Teague, Tar Heel Photography
Rhonda Kowald, Savant Portraits

Sponsors and guests had a wonderful evening celebrating the animals at Carolina Tiger Rescue.
Photographers, John Teague and Rhonda Kowald, helped guests capture the memories candidly during the
event and at a fun safari-style photo booth (see photos posted on the Carolina Tiger Rescue website). During
our cocktail hour, guests mingled and bid on items in our Silent Auction – making this year our highest
grossing Silent Auction yet! Beautiful original artwork, fun baskets, gift certificates, and one-of-a-kind creations
by Carolina Tiger's cats were snatched up quickly by guests at the Ball and bidders at home!

Many thanks to all of the wonderful committee members who made this year’s ball a HUGE success!
Honorary Chair

Sponsorship Committee

Beverly Clapp

Becky Naples, Chair

Coordinating Committee
Susan King Cope, Chair
Dawn Friedel
Becky Naples

Barbara Daniel
Bill Ott
Pam Fulk
Susan King Cope

Kathryn Bertok

Site Committee

Pam Fulk

Kathryn Bertok, Chair

Heidi Zangara

Kyra Bucich

Auction Committee
Dawn Friedel, Chair
Ruth Stalvey
Susan King Cope

Pam Fulk
Maryssa Hill
Susan King Cope
Heidi Zangara
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It would not be a Black Tie & Tails Ball
without our auction!
Your generous donations are the key to this very special event! Our 2017 auction event raised over $38,500
and every contribution helps the animals at Carolina Tiger Rescue.

The Fund-A-Cause, supporting our Food Fund, was a huge success! We are thrilled that we raised enough
funds to support more than one-third of our annual food budget! Thank you!

Auction Donations
Adventure Landing
All Pets Considered
Amante Gourmet Pizza
Andrea Patterson
Angus Barn
Bombshell Beer
Cafe Parizade
Captain George's
Carla & Sidney Dalis
Carolina Brewery & Grill
Carolina Hurricanes
Carolina Panthers
Carolina Raptor Center
Cary Photographic Artists
Craig Stevens
Dawn Friedel
Diamonds Direct
Dinner Detectives
Drew & Liza Howell
Duke Lemur Center
Elizabeth Stutts
Fair Game Beverage Company
Fearrington House Inn
Fortnight Brewing Company
Frank Arnold

Glenwood Grill
Greg Puertolas
Grimball Jewelers
Hand & Stone
Healing Springs Spa
Hewitt Pottery
Hilton Garden Inn Outer
Banks
Home Movie Transfer
Irregardless Cafe
Janine Kushner
Jewelsmith, Inc.
Joel and Cindy Banks
Joel Rea
JW Image Co.
Kanki Restaurant
Kathleen DiSavino
Kristin White del Rosso &
Nick del Rosso
Lucette Grace
Main Street Cake
Main Street Grille Café & 		
Bakery
Marcy Dooley
Mark & Elizabeth Zeringue

Market Street Coffee
Matthew James Parker
Meadowmont Animal Hospital
Mid-South Fencers’ Club
Moon Rabbit Studio
Museum of Life and Science
Nancy Redman
Natural Soap Cauldron
NC Museum of Natural
Sciences
NC Theatre
Nelly Rodriguez Baker & Terry
Baker
North Carolina Museum of Art
North Carolina Zoo
North Carolina Zoo Society
Oakleaf
Page and Company Collection
Peak City Grill & Bar
Playmakers Repertory
Company
Raleigh Little Theatre
REI
Rita Nunn
Rocky Top Hospitality
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Ruth Stalvey
Sanderling Resort
Second Act Artisan Cheese
Second Empire
Shine Shop Automotive
Somak Holidays
Songbirds Boutique
Southern Peak Brewery
Starrlight Mead
Tessa Nguyen
The Breakers
Tick Warriors
Tim Farmer
Top of the Hill
Total Wine & More (Cary)
Triad Stage
Triangle Food Adventures
Trilogy Edibles
Trophy Brewing Company
Vicki Boatright
Vin Rouge Restaurant
Weeping Radish Restaurant &
Brewery
William Branson Photography

T h e Pa w P r i n t • SP R I N G 2 0 1 7

Carolina Tiger Rescue is a Great Place
to Learn Something New

SUMMER
CAMP

2017 camps will include week-long projects that help campers learn about the work we do. Camp
highlights include watching the keepers as they feed the animals and making special enrichment items
for individual cats. Campers may invite two family members to join them for a camper-led tour through
the sanctuary on the last day of camp. Camp runs from 9am-4pm.
Discovery Camp for Rising 3rd-5th Grade			 Expedition Camp for Rising 6th-8th Grade
June 19th - 23rd Full					
		
July 10th - 14th Full
June 26th - 30th Full					
		
July 17th - 21st
8 Spots Open

Kid-For-A-Day Adult Camp – NEW!
Do you wish YOU could go to camp this summer? A
one-day opportunity to be a kid again, learning and
experiencing the workings of a big cat sanctuary.
Camp runs from 9am-4pm, catered lunch included.
This camp is for adults (age 18 and up)		
Friday, May 5th
5 Spots Open
Friday, June 2nd
2 Spots Open
Camp information at:
CarolinaTigerRescue.org/learn/camps
Questions? Contact Katie Cannon, Education Director:
KatieCannon@CarolinaTigerRescue.org

CELEBRATE EARTH DAY APRIL 22nd

Donors, members, volunteers, adoptive
parents, and friends who have included
Carolina Tiger Rescue in their estate
plans are invited to join our Sanctuary
Stewards group. By including you
as a Sanctuary Steward, Carolina
Tiger gratefully acknowledges your
thoughtful planning for the future of the
animals that have found a forever home
at Carolina Tiger Rescue. Thank you!

Carolina Tiger Rescue will be
featured at:
TEDx Raleigh #foundations
Saturday, April 22nd, 2017
9AM- 4PM
Lincoln Theatre, Raleigh, NC
“When one tugs at a single thing
in nature, he finds it attached to
the rest of the world.”
–John Muir

As a Sanctuary Steward, you will be invited to our special donor
events, receive an annual calendar, and get public recognition for your
meaningful gift. Of course, you may remain anonymous, if you wish.
We are honored to welcome two new members to the Sanctuary
Stewards: Nelly Rodriguez Baker and Terry Baker
For information on including Carolina Tiger Rescue as a beneficiary of
your estate, please contact Heidi Zangara, Planned Giving Manager:
HeidiZangara@CarolinaTigerRescue.org
CarolinaTigerRescue.org/membership-giving/estate-giving
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What Carolina Tiger Rescue
Means to Us

YOU Make the Difference!
Special Thanks to our Volunteers of the Month

BALL VOLUNTEERS • BLACK TIE & TAILS BALL

February 2017
Thank you to all of our hard-working volunteers
who helped make this year’s Ball a success!
BETH STUTTS • TOUR GUIDE & CAMP ASST.
March 2017
Beth’s dedication to the
animals and to Carolina
Tiger is unwavering and
she is always willing to
help in any way possible.
We are grateful for her
enthusiasm and positive
attitude. Thank you,
Beth!

Keene State College, in New Hampshire,
and Vermont University
Alternative Spring Break

Thank you to all of the students who gave
up a week on the beach to come and help the
animals at Carolina Tiger Rescue! We
appreciate your hard work and enthusiasm!

The Levandoski Family
On our first visit we saw how animals are given such a
wonderful place to live out their life, which touched
our hearts and made us embrace Carolina Tiger
Rescue. From special diets for animals who need
ground meat to marking enclosure edges with sand
for a blind tiger, we realized how much love is given to
each and every animal.
Our family has found several ways to help support
Carolina Tiger Rescue because we believe it is
important for these majestic animals to have a place
that can treat them with the care they deserve. Carolina
Tiger Rescue is a needed organization to help animals out
of unfortunate situations they were forced into.
For the past few years, we have bought two tables at
the Black Tie and Tails Ball. We have given tickets to
this amazing fundraiser as Christmas presents for those
hard-to-shop-for people in our lives. All of our guests
have enjoyed a great night, and they always find
some interesting auction items to bid on, no one has
ever gone home without a treasure.
We enjoy daytime and twilight tours using our
membership, and we have found that private tours
are great for birthday gifts and holiday parties. Just
about everyone we introduce to Carolina Tiger Rescue
falls in love with it and finds their own ways to help the
animals.
We hope you will join us in supporting the animals!
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KEEPER’S LOG
NEWS FROM
THE SANCTUARY
Keepers: Cara Vitale, Larissa Keliher, Lauren Humphries

SPRING 2017
Enrichment is an important activity that ensures our animals stay stimulated and
engaged. Unlike their wild counterparts who are actively engaged (hunting for their
food, protecting their territory, avoiding predators), our residents have all those
facets removed from daily life. A varied program can prevent boredom and repetitive
behaviors. Enrichment can take many forms: spacious enclosures with platforms and
catwalks, changing the way animals are fed, use of operant conditioning through positive
reinforcement, even new toys.
Max Tiger enjoys Valentine’s enrichment
Some of the cats’ favorite enrichment items involve food. Whether we hide their meal or treats in a pile of boxes or in a
puzzle feeder, they are extremely motivated to reach that reward. It’s important to start simple so the animal does not give up
because the meat was too hard to get. Creating increasingly difficult items allows the animal to understand the concept of the
enrichment item, then keepers can make that item more complex to increase activity levels.

Join our Spring Membership Drive!
CAROLINA TIGER RESCUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Pick a level that’s right for you – Student, Individual,
Dual, Grandparent, Family, and Family Plus!

Marie Hopper, President
Chad Virgil, Vice President
Jay Baas, Secretary & Treasurer
Manish Ahuja | Barbara Daniel | Becky Naples
Sally Newman | Paige Otos
Ruth Stalvey | Julia Wood

BECOME A MEMBER OF OUR FAMILY AND GET:
• Free Unlimited Daytime Public Tours
• 50% off Twilight Tours
• 10% off Specialty Tours
• Free Carolina Tiger Rescue Car Decal
• 10% off Merchandise
• Exclusive Members Only Email
• Invitations to Members Only Events

STAFF

Pam Fulk, Executive Director
Kathryn Bertok, Assistant Director & Curator
Kyra Bucich, Office Manager
Katie Cannon, Education Director
Nicola Goodman, Data Services Assistant
Amanda Henry, Gift Shop Manager
Maryssa Hill, Volunteer Coordinator
Ryan Howard, Construction & Grounds
Lauren Humphries, Senior Keeper
Larissa Keliher, Keeper
Susan King Cope, Development Director
Angela Lassiter, Veterinarian
Dan Munn, Site Manager
Karen Rafferty, Administrative Assistant
Cara Vitale, Keeper
Heidi Zangara, Planned Giving Manager

Join or renew
your membership
during our Spring
Membership Drive
and get entered into
a drawing to win
a Feeding With A
Keeper Tour for two.
Find more information about membership at:
CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its
license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at
1-888-830-4989. The license is not an endorsement by the State.
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Carnivore Preservation, Inc.
DBA Carolina Tiger Rescue
1940 Hanks Chapel Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312
919.542.4684
info@carolinatigerrescue.org
www.carolinatigerrescue.org

Tours and Important Dates
DAYTIME TOURS: Year-Round
Friday, Saturday, Sunday
TWILIGHT TOURS: April-October
Friday, Saturday Sunday
Holiday tours, private tours, specialty tours,
field trips, and volunteer opportunities
available. More information available at
CarolinaTigerRescue.org.
SUMMER CAMPS: June and July, 2017
BLACK TIE & TAILS BALL: Watch for
information about our 2018 Ball and plan
to join us for a wonderful evening in
support of the cats!

Talon Bobcat thanks you for
his new home at
Carolina Tiger Rescue
To unsubscribe from this newsletter,
please email
info@carolinatigerrescue.org

