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Curator’s Corner

Kathryn Bertok

best care for that specific
animal. Some need a
quiet keeper who will sit
with them. Others need to test out every
new smell, taste, and texture of enrichment
items. We must decide where the best
place in the sanctuary will be for our newest
residents to live and whether they need to
live alone or with another animal. Do they
enjoy visitors, or would they rather be more
reclusive?

No two rescues are the same. Every place
we rescue from is a bit different from the last.
Every animal’s personality and needs are
unique. Every situation comes with its issues.
Unfortunately, many times before coming
to Carolina Tiger Rescue, a common theme
emerges: animals have been exploited. That
exploitation comes in many forms. They may
have previously been used as photo props.
They may have been kept on display in
deplorable conditions. Others were kept as
part of private menageries, used to impress
family and friends. Sadly, the common
thread with all of these stories is an animal
whose needs never came first.

After more than 20 years of working with
wild animals, I am still amazed at how much
their lives can be altered with kindness and
respect. Their needs are typically very simple.
While our decisions may not always be easy,
deciding to put the animal first is.

All that changes when they arrive at
Carolina Tiger Rescue. From day one, every
decision we make is based on how we can

WAYS YOU CAN HELP
Volunteer
Become a Member
Adopt an Animal
Be a Monthly Sustainer
Bring Friends for a Tour
Include the Cats in your Estate Plans
Become a Business Sponsor
Become a Big Cat Dinner Club Member
Donate Items on our Amazon Wish List
More info and to access a staff listing:
CarolinaTigerRescue.org
Cover Photo: Saber Tiger. This page: Anthony Leopard, Magoo Ocelot, Tasha Tiger

CarolinaTigerRescue.org

2

The Pa w P rint • S P R I N G 2020

SABER

TIGER

Saber, like many of the residents who have
come to call Carolina Tiger Rescue home, was
bred to be exploited. His sole purpose was to
function as a prop in a Las Vegas magic show.
Many love the exotic allure of white tigers, but few know
the truth behind them. All white tigers in captivity are
descended from one white tiger that was captured in
India in the 1950’s. This white tiger was bred with his own
daughters, so that the white tiger gene, a recessive
gene, would appear in cubs. All white tigers seen on
stages, in zoos, and in sanctuaries, are all relatives, and
are all inbred. This continual inbreeding leads to many
birth defects, which can include blindness, deafness,
and epilepsy.

And if that wasn’t enough, Saber’s original owners
declawed him and filed down his canine teeth to the
gum line. People mistakenly think that by removing their
teeth and claws, they won’t be as dangerous to the
public. Not only is this not true, but it is detrimental to the
animal. Keepers watch closely for signs of arthritis and
potential eruptions through their toe pads where the
bones can regrow, after being declawed. Defanging
or filing of the canine teeth can lead to a plethora of
dental health issues as well. Saber had to have root
canals on all 4 canine teeth to ensure they did not get infected and to prevent any future dental
problems with those teeth. We feel lucky that Saber is now able to call Carolina Tiger Rescue home,
where he is no longer exploited, can get the health care he needs, and he is able to live out his days
carefree.
Carolina Tiger Rescue asks that you re-examine your values and reject facilities that are breeding
white tigers or using wild animals for entertainment purposes.

The 2020 Spring Membership Drive is currently underway!
New this year: we will not be sending a membership letter. All
communications about our Spring Membership Drive will be sent via
email and we will post on Facebook. This not only will help us save
money – but will add to our conservation efforts. Renewal notices will
continue to be sent by mail.
For more information on Membership, please see our website at
CarolinaTigerRescue.org/membership
Membership Benefits: Free Daytime Public Tours, discounted Private and
Twilight Tours, Member-only Communications, Members-only Events,
and more.
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The Cost of Pay to Pet
Who can resist a cute tiger cub with their blue
eyes, tiny mews, and their big ears? Photos with
tiger cubs or pay-to-pet opportunities are a huge
business, particularly in tourist areas. Most facilities
that use cubs as a draw to make money will falsely
boast that they are helping to repopulate and
conserve the endangered species. But the truth
behind the money maker is a much darker one.

tourist until they are too big and deemed too
dangerous.
When making your spring and summer plans, keep
these tips in mind when deciding which facilities to
visit.
1. True sanctuaries do not breed or allow
public contact with any of their animals.
2. Read up on the mission of an organizationdoes it match your values?
3. Decide if that selfie with a cub is worth that
cub’s life, because ultimately it’s the cub
who will suffer.

Facilities breeding for physical interactions with
cubs are doing it for one reason: to make money.
The cubs are taken from their mothers immediately
after birth to be raised by humans, while mom is
left behind to continue the breeding cycle. The
cubs are passed from paying tourist to paying

CarolinaTigerRescue.org
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Animal Spotlight

MILA + RILEY TIGERS

Mila and Riley are Carolina Tiger Rescue’s
most energetic tigers. Given their playful
personalities, the antics in their enclosure
are nonstop. The two of them divide
their time between chasing each other
around and stalking their neighbors.
They are particularly fond of their pool,
which they have access to each summer.
While some tigers step gingerly into their
pools, Mila and Riley leap in without
hesitation, usually drenching themselves
and splashing half the pool water out,
and if it’s not pool season, Mila will often
improvise by sitting in her water dishes.
Although they now spend their days
carefree, Mila and Riley began their
lives in the cub petting industry. These
tourist attractions sell the experience of
interacting with a cub. What most people
do not know is that cubs are bred as
quickly as possible and taken from their
mothers almost immediately to churn the
highest profit. At 12 weeks of age they
can no longer legally be handled by the
public and are discarded. Cubs are often
inbred, leading to genetic issues. Case
in point, Mila and Riley were born with
abnormal eyelids. While our vet was able
to surgically correct this, they both still
have slightly squinted eyes.

Mila Tiger

I AM
WILD

Mila and Riley were fortunate to end up at Carolina
Tiger Rescue, but that’s not the case for most cubs.
If there are paying customers, these pay to pet
attractions will continue to exploit animals. Choose
to respect big cats for the wild animals they are by
rejecting cub petting.
Riley Tiger
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2020 Black Tie & Tails Ball

The Washington Duke Inn was turned into a winter wonderland on February 29th for Carolina Tiger
Rescue’s 13th annual Black Tie & Tails Ball, “Norway: The Land of the Dancing Lights.” Close to 200
guests dined on delicious Norwegian dishes, played fun games and helped raise money for the
animals at Carolina Tiger Rescue.
There is never a doubt that The Black Tie & Tails Ball will be a fun and exciting event… but this
year, we proved that the Ball just keeps getting better – breaking every goal set and setting new
entertainment expectations! The Live Auction was a smash hit raising $29,100! The Silent Auction
raised $27,925 and the Fund-A-Caused raised $26,300 in support of our food fund.

Ovations to Our Sponsors
SERVAL CIRCLE
39 West Catering
Absolute Construction and Development, LLC
The Animal Hospital of Carrboro
The Cat Hospital of Durham and Chapel Hill
Cats Love Housecalls Mobile Veterinary Service
eTix
Hill Creek Veterinary Hospital
Hopper Cummings, PLLC
Koonce, Wooten & Haywood, LLP
Learn IT Digitally
Metal Impressions, Inc.
North Carolina Signs
Starrlight Mead
Kamala Hughes & Leslie Lemley
Brian & Heidi Marks
Michael Martin & Margaret-Anne Atkins
Rene McRogers & Joe Rogers
David & Cheryl Stevens

JAGUAR PREMIER
VMS, Vital Management Services
LION LEAGUE
Centrifuge Media Inc.
Petore Construction
OCELOT ELECT
Cambridge Hills, Silver Thread Senior Communities
First Citizens Bank
Maxie B’s Bakery & Dessert Café
Murphy’s Naturals
Opus Financial Advisors
Raleigh Cary Realty
Lolly Gasaway & Kim Korando
Julia Wood
Mark & Elizabeth Zeringue
CARACAL CLASS
Edward Jones, Office of Chad Virgil
Hobbs Architects
Mebane Equine Bodyworks
Summit Design and Engineering Services
Mark Phialas & Ruth Stalvey

CarolinaTigerRescue.org
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While it takes many volunteers to help us coordinate the
Black Tie & Tails Ball, we would like to offer special thanks
to the following individuals:
Taniya Wright, Emcee
Matt Holiday, Holiday Auctions
Tony Peters, DJ Services
John Teague, Tar Heel Photography
Liz Slabodnick, Mint & Mustard Photography
Themeworks, for always making our Ball look beautiful
Pam Earp, Basket maker extraordinaire
Keepsakes Custom Framing, Pawcasso framing
JW Image Co., canvas donations

Muralist Amy Burkman thrilled us all with a live painting of
Tasha Tiger. It was a fast-paced display of showmanship
and artistry– and breathtaking when we saw the final
painting! Once completed, auction attendees had a
chance to bid on this one-of-a-kind art. We were so
lucky when Amy agreed to do one more– this time of
Roman Lion! Amazing!
Board President and Honorary Chair, Barbara Daniel
welcomed everyone with personal stories about how
she got engaged with Carolina Tiger. She shared a
few examples of the many changes she has seen over
the years. Barbara wrapped up her presentation with
exciting news about the sanctuary!
Photographers, Liz Slabodnick and John Teague helped
guests capture the memories candidly during the event
and at a warm cabin-inspired fireplace photo booth
(photos will soon be posted in a folder on the Carolina
Tiger Rescue Facebook page). During our cocktail hour,
guests mingled and bid on items in our Silent Auction!
Beautiful original artwork, fun baskets, gift certificates,
and one-of-a-kind creations by Carolina Tiger’s cats
were snatched up quickly by guests at the Ball and
bidders at home! The energy and excitement only grew
throughout the night.
We are thrilled to announce that we raised a total of
$135,091! We are so grateful for the support of our many
volunteers, auction donors, sponsors, and those who
bid and purchased auction items! It was a wonderful
evening full of energy and love for the cats!
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Auction Donors
A Kitchen Must
Acupuncture HealthWorks
AliCat Toys
Angus Barn
Atmosp’hair Salon
Joel Banks
Kevin Barker
Pam Barker
Tiffany Bernard
Kathryn Bertok
Bond Brothers Beer Company
Box Car Arcade and Bar
Brew-Ed
Chris Bush
Katie Cannon
Carolina Ballet
Carolina Brewery
Carolina Hurricanes
Carolina Tiger Rescue
Cat Tales Cat Cafe
Charlotte Motor Speedway
Beverly Clapp
Larry Conn
Lex Cooksley
Corollary Patterns
CVS
Barbara Daniel
Shirley and Dexter Horton
Diamonds Direct
Divine Skin & Body
Dogwood Studio, Find Your
Balance
DohGrayMe Animal Massage
Durham Bulls
Dan Dye
Jan Dye Photography
Heather Earp
Pamela Earp
Elmo’s Diner
Fiesta Grill
Kathleen Fisler
Noel Flanary
Fleet Feet Carrboro
Dawn Friedel

Rick and Annie Fry
Pam Fulk
John Gallagher
Glitter-Free Productions, LLC
Gonza—Durham
Goodnight’s Comedy Club
Rob Harris-Cannon
Hasentree Club
Kimberly Hess
Hillandale Golf Course
Irregardless Café
JC Raulston Arboretum
Jordan Lake Brewing Co.
JW Image Co.
Keepsakes Custom Framing
Anne Kehs
Susan King Cope
Bernice Koff
Liquidambar Gallery and Gifts
Brent Longtin
Lynda Corneille Designs
Marco’s Pizza
Gaella Materne
Clare Matti
Maxie B’s Bakery & Dessert Cafe
Rene McRogers
Metal Impressions
Mi Cancun
John and Kathy Mihalek
Murphy’s Naturals
NC Cookie Girl
NC Museum of Art
NC Theatre
Ashley Nix
Stanley Nix
NASCAR Hall of Fame
Nomads Experience
North Carolina Opera
North Carolina Raptor Center
North Carolina Symphony
North Carolina Zoo
Gary and Rita Nunn
Once in a Blue Moon Bakery & Cafe
Oregonized Family Farm

Parizade
Andrea Patterson
Phydeaux
Pinot’s Palette Apex
PlayMakers Repertory Co.
Greg Puertolas
Quaintance-Weaver
Restaurants & Hotels
Rack Room Shoes
Reneaue Railton
Sheila Rivera
Sofia’s Boutique Carrboro
Songbirds
Ruth Stalvey
Starrlight Mead
Starting Point Equestrian
Sugar Island
Summit Design
Eric Sweet
Taste Carolina Gourmet Food
Tours
The Goathouse Gallery
Susan Tisdale
Topsail Island Gifts and Fudge
Shop
Townsend Bertram & Co.
Trader Joe’s
Traveling Teacups
Trophy Brewing and Tap
Turn and Burn Pottery
Turnberry Interior Design Group
Tweetsie Railroad
Urban Axes Durham
US National Whitewater Center
Venable
Videri Chocolate Factory
Briony Voorhees
Don and Kim Warren
Wicked Weed
Lee Wills
Your Guitar Sage
Heidi Zangara
Mark and Elizabeth Zeringue

Mark your calendar for the 2021 Black Tie & Tails Ball! February 27th.
Let us know where YOU would like for us to “travel” to next!
CarolinaTigerRescue.org
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As a Sanctuary Steward, you will be invited to
our special donor events, receive an annual gift,
and get public recognition for your meaningful
gift. You may remain anonymous, if you wish.
We are honored to recognize and thank six new
Sanctuary Stewards:
Robin Gager
Julia Wood

Those who have included Carolina
Tiger Rescue in their estate plans
are invited to join our Sanctuary
Stewards group. We gratefully
acknowledge your thoughtful
planning for the future of the
animals that have found a forever
home at Carolina Tiger Rescue.

Mike Miller 		
3 Anonymous Members

If you included Carolina Tiger in your estate
and you would like to join the Sanctuary
Stewards, please contact Heidi Zangara,
Donor Engagement Director: HeidiZangara@
CarolinaTigerRescue.org
For information on including Carolina Tiger
Rescue as a beneficiary of your estate,
contact Heidi or find information online:
CarolinaTigerRescue.org/membership-giving/
estate-giving.

Field Trips to Go
Field Trips to Go are the next best thing to
coming to Carolina Tiger Rescue for a field
trip. They can be used to supplement a
field trip to Carolina Tiger Rescue or as a
standalone event.
Field Trips to Go are designed to meet
grade level standards in fun, exciting ways
while teaching the students about the
animals cared for at Carolina Tiger Rescue
along with their wild cousins.
For more information, check out our website
or contact our Education Director at
KatieCannon@CarolinaTigerRescue.org.
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YOU Make the Difference!

Earth Day Turns 50!

Special Thanks to our Volunteers of the Month

Lindsey Lewis • ANIMAL CARE

January 2020

Lindsey does an
excellent job of
helping throughout
the sanctuary. She
makes a point to sign
up for Animal Care
shifts during inclement
weather or the holidays
when the keepers
need help the most. We
appreciate Lindsey’s
dedication!

Lee Corbett • GIFT SHOP

February 2020

Lee is a dedicated gift
shop volunteer and is
very passionate about
helping out. You can
always count on him to
tackle any given task,
whether it is matting
Pawcasso paintings or
keeping the gift shop
stocked. We are so
happy to have him on
our team!

This April 22 marks the 50th anniversary of Earth Day,
which has evolved to become the largest environmental
awareness event on the planet!
Earth Day began as a unified
response to environmental
crisis-pollution, oil spills, smog,
and contaminated rivers.
Environmental protection remains
a daunting concept and can
seem overwhelming. How does
one person make the world a
healthier place? Earth Day is a
great reminder that you don’t
have to change the world alone, that by changing one or
two small things in your everyday life, you can make a big
impact.
This year, why not combine your love for tigers while
observing Earth Day? One way to help, is to limit your
consumption of palm oil. Every hour, 300 football fields of
native tiger habitat is destroyed for palm oil plantations.
Cutting out even a small amount of palm oil will go a long
way in helping our Earth become a healthy place for us
and for the largest of all the cats.

Make a Difference: Volunteer!
Susan Marsh • CONSTRUCTION

March 2020

Susan is an amazing
team player. She helps
train new volunteers,
she leads workgroups.
No matter the task,
she’s up for it and is
ready to help out. Her
upbeat yet laid back
energy is contagious
and her reliability
and dedication sets a
wonderful example for
others.

CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Carolina Tiger has nearly 200 volunteers who help us fulfill
our mission every day, and we’d love to have you on the
team! With opportunities to help in the gift shop, assist
our site team with grounds-keeping, educate our visitors,
and join the animal care team, we’ve got something for
everyone. Volunteering is a fantastic way to give back,
support a cause you’re passionate about, reconnect
with yourself, and meet new people. Not to mention
it’s a wonderful opportunity to get to know some pretty
incredible carnivores. If you live in the central North
Carolina area and are interested in becoming a volunteer,
visit our website for all the details.
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Keeper’s Log:
News from the Sanctuary
Keepers: Cara Vitale, Larissa Hill, Lauren Humphries
Sometimes when we rescue animals, they have been
neglected and exploited by people. This includes
having inappropriate living space, inadequate diet
causing malnutrition, and they are at times declawed
and defanged. Consequently, these animal may need
additional assistance and require that we adjust the way
we care for them.
Caprichio Tiger was born in a breeding facility and
developed metabolic bone disease, likely from
malnutrition as a cub. As a result, his leg muscles
developed differently from a malformation of the bones.
He permanently walks with a limp due to a particularly
bowed back leg. Thankfully, it does not slow him down.
Since Caprichio is less flexible, keepers built smaller
segmented steps to allow for easier access to his platforms.
He favors a shorter firehose platform built just for him! We
also offer Caprichio a shallow pool in the summer so he
can more easily step in and out.

Caprichio Tiger lounges in the sun

Caprichio enjoys his special pool

SHOP AND GIVE BACK!
Did you know that proceeds from your Savanna
Station Gift Shop purchases help us care for
approximately 50 tigers, lions, leopards, and
other animals that call Carolina Tiger Rescue
home? That’s just another reason to pick out
some cool tee shirts, pawprint pint glasses, and
coloring books.
New summer items are now available in store
and online at shop.carolinatigerrescue.org/

Financial information about Carolina Tiger Rescue and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at
1-888-830-4989. The license is not an endorsement by the state.
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Tours and Important Dates
DAYTIME TOURS: Year-round, Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday. Get tickets online.

Holiday tours, private tours, specialty tours, field
trips, and volunteer opportunities available.
TWILIGHT TOURS: March - Oct. Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday
SUMMER CAMPS: June and July, 2020
INTERNATIONAL TIGER DAY: July 29
WORLD LION DAY: August 10
More information: CarolinaTigerRescue.org.
To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please email
info@carolinatigerrescue.org

With Your Help, We Were Able to Rescue Eight New Servals

Blondie

Mick

Bowie

Dylan

Queen

Cher

Mama

Stevie

