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Jellybean drew a lot of attention as Carolina Tiger Rescue’s only white tiger.  He was, 
quite simply, spoiled.  Jellybean really seemed to take all the extra attention and adoration 
that came his way as his due, chuffling at guests and graciously posing in all his glory for 
pictures.  

Jellybean started slowing down in May but then he rebounded and seemed well until 
mid-June.  When we observed that Jellybean wasn’t moving around like normal our 
veterinarian, Dr. Lassiter, decided to anesthetize him to do blood work and an ultrasound.  
Sadly, the ultrasound showed that he had left-side heart failure.  Due to the severity of the 
failure, his quality of life was greatly suffering and we made the hard decision to euthanize 
to spare him more discomfort.

Jellybean was always a favorite of visitors and the tiger most remembered long after 
their tour was over.  Many children who visited the sanctuary went home with a stuffed 
“Jellybean” of their own to care for.

Thank you for giving Jellybean a home where he was cherished and, yes, a little bit spoiled.

JELLYBEAN tiger

How does a 500 lb. tiger get the 
name “Jellybean?”  Jellybean was 
a cub when he came to us in 1997 
and the small, pink pads on his paws 
resembled pink jellybeans.  His 
markings were not considered “show 
quality” so his breeder couldn’t sell 
him.*  Jellybean, however, remained 
blissfully unaware that he had been 
deemed “imperfect.”

A stop at Jellybean’s enclosure 
provided one of the most important 
lessons for Carolina Tiger Rescue 
visitors.  Tour guides explained how 
many private breeders will inbreed 
tigers with the white gene in an 
attempt to get the popular white 
cubs.  This practice results in surplus 
orange tigers that need homes and 
many tigers with genetic disorders, 
disfigurations, and birth defects 
including blindness, deafness, and 
epilepsy, common to inbred animals. 

Decades of inbreeding to produce 
white tiger cubs has resulted in 
thousands of tigers that are not 
considered profitable and are then 
neglected, abandoned, sold into 
the pet and animal parts trade, or 
even destroyed.
*In 2004 we adopted core values to 
guide rescue decisions.  Today we would 
require a breeder to close their business 
as part of the rescue agreement.

(In Tribute continued on page 3)
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Donating online is fast and safe.CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Our mission drives us to dual goals - preservation 
of wild cats in their natural ecosystems and 
the end of the wild cat pet and parts trade.  To   
achieve these goals we advocate for change at 
both the macro level (public education, changes 
in law) and the micro level (educating one-on-one) until we 
change the tide. That’s why it is important for us to tell you 
about “pay to play” and “pay to pet” businesses. 

“Pay to play” and “pay to pet” businesses are major 
contributors to the exotic pet and animal parts trade. The 
USDA permits public contact with tigers and other large 
cats only between the ages of 8-12 weeks old. That gives 
businesses just 4 weeks to make money from these animals.  
The season at Barefoot Landing in Myrtle Beach for the cub 
petting “experience” lasts 8 months. Even if only 2 cubs at a 
time are used as props, a minimum of 14 cubs per season are 
bred for this activity. Multiply this across the U.S. and you 
have hundreds of tigers being bred for a one-month window 
of exploitation. 

What happens to these cubs when their performance comes 
to an end? 

Some businesses say these cubs return to the business’s 
“sanctuary” to live out their lives.  It is not possible to keep 
adding, year after year, that many wild cats to your collection 
without running out of room to adequately house them.

Where else might they go? Reputable federally-defined 
sanctuaries will not enable these businesses to continue 
exploiting cubs by taking their cast-offs.  Some cubs end up 

in the exotic pet network or are sold to roadside 
attractions or traveling circuses.  When all else 
fails, cubs may be destroyed or raised to adulthood 
and then slaughtered for their parts, which bring 
much more money on the black market than a live 
tiger would. 

The sad truth is the federal government and most 
states do not require that the disposition of these 
threatened and endangered animals be reported, 

so we don’t really know what happens to the hundreds of wild 
cats bred in the U.S. annually. We only know they are used to 
make money and then discarded. 

The Director’s Desk

In Celebration of International Tiger Day 
on July 29th, Carolina Tiger Rescue treated 

our members to a really cool event!  
Members were invited to create special 
enrichment items for the cats, take mini 

tours to see the cats get some frozen 
treats, play fun games, and indulge in ice 

cream from Maple View Farms!  

The members only event was an 
opportunity for Carolina Tiger to say 

Thank You for our members’ support and 
another way our members got to cool off 

with the cats this summer!

Pam Fulk, Executive Director

Hot Days and Cool Fun 
for Carolina Tiger Rescue Members!Two of our 

younger 
members 
help create 
enrichment 
for the cats!

Members see Reina Lion 
get a special frosty treat.

What you can do:
1. When a traveling circus with wild cats arrives, ask local 

businesses NOT to display circus ads or coupons. Complain 
to local government and tell them you do NOT want to see 
circuses with wild cats coming to your community.

2. If a local business plans to bring a wild animal “show” to 
an event or display them in a parking lot, protest to the 
business and to local media outlets. 

3. Find out if you have local ordinances banning the 
ownership of wild cats. If not, ask your local government 
representatives to initiate an ordinance.

4. Get to know your state and federal legislators. Educate 
them about wild cats and encourage them to enact laws to 
ban private ownership and public interaction with cubs.  

Together we can interrupt the pet and parts trade of wild cats 
and make the lives of cubs far healthier and happier. 
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Collins was our cantankerous greeter at the beginning of the tour trail.  He was 
sure that the tour guide would – and should – have a few meaty treats for him.  
If no treats were handed out, he would grumble his disapproval.  If treats were 
offered, he complained about the treat stick!

In early June Collins was found lying in his enclosure looking unwell.  It became 
clear that Collins was in distress and our veterinarian rushed to examine him.  His 
blood work came back and confirmed our fear that he was in kidney failure.  

Unfortunately, Collins’ disposition would not allow us to treat him by giving him 
subcutaneous fluids multiple times per week without greatly stressing him and 
putting him and the keepers at risk.  We made the very hard decision to proceed 
with euthanasia.  Everyone who knew Collins respected the fact that he simply 
wouldn’t have put up with all of that manhandling.  
Collins’ welcoming grumbles at the beginning of our tours is greatly missed.

COLLINS bobcat

Collins was the only animal at Carolina Tiger Rescue who would have been an 
illegal pet in NC because he is a species native to the state.  It is legal to own 
dangerous predators such as tigers and lions in five states in the U.S., including NC, 
as long as they are not native species.

Carolina Tiger Rescue’s 
2016 

Join us as we celebrate the magnificent beauty of the American Southwest
SAVE THE DATE

To help with the Black Tie & Tails Ball, please contact Susan King Cope at 919.542.4684  x3009

February 27, 2016
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Rotten lived up to his namesake with fervor. He was demanding in nearly 
every way possible.  Some say he was spoiled ‘rotten’ while others claim it was 
his somewhat gruff demeanor that fit him so precisely and, in all honesty, it 
was a mixture of both. Even in his old age he kept keepers on their toes with 
his sophisticated palate; one day demanding mice, the next peaches, and then 
peeled grapes. It was never a mundane job enticing Rotten to comply with his 
medication regimen. 

This past winter Rotten started to show signs of his dwindling youth and keepers 
noticed distention in his abdomen.  In late May we anesthetized Rotten so we 
could examine him.  Rotten was in right-sided heart-failure which was causing 
the fluid buildup in his abdomen. 

For six weeks Rotten continued to improve. He regained his feisty attitude and 
his appetite and gave people close to him time to say their goodbyes.  Seven 
weeks after his original procedure Rotten once again slowed down, his abdomen 
distended, and he refused food. It was decided that we would try to drain more 
fluid but unfortunately his heart was just too weak and he passed away shortly 
after the anesthetic was administered. 
Binturongs are one of the lesser known animals housed at Carolina Tiger Rescue 
and their impressiveness is not reliant on size or hunting prowess but on the 
keystone effect they have on their environments.  Rotten was no exception to 
this and his loss is felt by all those who had the privilege of getting to know this 
charismatic animal.  

ROTTEN binturong

(In Tribute continued from page 1)
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Millhouse’s 
canine was 
dead and 
needed to 
be pulled.  
Dr. Won 
volunteered 
his services 
as an oral 
surgeon and 
was able 
to get it 
successfully 

removed without doing any damage to the jaw. Both cats 
have recovered beautifully and have enjoyed wonderful 
dental health ever since! Strong, healthy teeth are very 
important when you’re a carnivore!  

Thank you, Dr. Koren, Dr. Won and your teams!  

Three Cheers for Dental Work  
Ok, maybe not everyone is as happy about getting dental work done as 
we should be.  But having painful teeth is no fun either.  Just like you and 
I, sometimes the cats of Carolina Tiger Rescue are in need of some dental 
work.  So along came Dr. Koren and Dr. Won….

Curator’s Corner
Kathryn Bertok, Curator 

Dr. Koren, a Carolina Tiger Rescue 
adoptive parent, was called in to 
perform the root canal on Moki Tiger.  
This is not Dr. Koren’s first experience 
in tiger dentistry!  Dr. Koren 
performed a root canal on a broken 
canine to help Eliza Tiger in 2007.

The animal care staff prepared Moki for her procedure.  She was shifted away from her enclosure mate and was anesthetized while 
Dr. Koren and his team got all of their equipment ready to go.  Because Moki’s teeth are a little bit bigger than a human's, special 
equipment was borrowed from the NC State Vet School’s Dental Service. Moki’s root canal went beautifully!  It was time to move 
on to Millhouse Serval.  

Due to some keen animal 
care observation (and a 
physical!) we knew that 
Millhouse Serval and Moki 
Tiger were in need of some 
dental work.  Millhouse had a tooth that was dead and Moki had a broken canine that required a root canal.  

Due to the warm weather and 
bright sunshine, Moki was even 
sheltered under an umbrella to 
keep her cool.

Millhouse Serval’s Tooth Extraction

Moki Tiger’s Al Fresco Root Canal
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May 2015 – The summer heat is approaching quickly so we have 
started readying pools for the big cats. Unlike lions, tigers like to swim 
to help them cool off, so we give them large 300-gallon water troughs 
that we use as pools. Some of the cats, like Aria tiger, prefer being 
sprayed with a hose, but she has been recently spotted using her pool! 
The combination of heat and humidity can make even the lions and 
cougars uncomfortable and they sometimes let us lightly mist them 
with a hose. We also offer cold enrichment treats such as five-gallon 
ice blocks and frozen towels for our binturongs and kinkajous.

 Keeper’s Log
       News from the Compound 

Keepers:  Kelly Martin, Laura Cox, Lauren Humphries

June 2015 – The kinkajous have been moved to 
their outside enclosures! After spending the winter 
indoors, we are all happy to have them back outside. 
Kinkajous are native to Central and South America 
where climates are warmer than North Carolina 
winters. They are also nocturnal, being active during 
the night, so it is necessary to bring them indoors 
during the coldest months. Lola kinkajou, rescued 
two years ago, is adjusting more quickly to being 
outside than she did last year. We have added 
privacy boards to her enclosure as visual barriers 
from the tours and have been slowly taking them 
down as she becomes used to seeing visitors on the 
trail. Lola is still not on tour, but Albert kinkajou can 
now be seen on public tours. Look for him next time 
you’re here visiting!

July 2015 – Summer animal care interns are in 
full swing! Interns have been working hard in the 
summer heat to feed and water the cats, provide 
enrichment and clean enclosures. They have also 
participated in extensive workshops, learning about 
conservation issues, darting and netting, veterinary 
care and operant conditioning. The first session of 
interns are finishing up their projects. Some interns 
chose to build platforms for the cats – Madonna 
tiger got a new platform with a built in scratching 
post and enrichment wall!  Other projects include an 
enrichment platform for Wednesday kinkajou, firehose 
balls for the big cats, an 
educational pamphlet 
and research paper on 
the upcoming HB554 
Bill to ban private 
individual ownership 
of wild cats and other 
dangerous wild animals, 
and a Tomato Jake’s 
restaurant fundraiser.
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YOU Make The Difference!
We can never thank all of our volunteers enough.
These Volunteers of the Month recently earned 
special recognition for their work.

Michael Golden
Office/Membership
June 2015
Michael’s dedication 
ensures that all new 
members are welcomed 
into the Carolina Tiger 
Rescue family. 
Thank you, Michael!

Bryan Koon
Animal Care
April 2015 
The animal care staff 
greatly appreciates 
Bryan’s commitment and 
enthusiasm - especially 
through last winter’s very 
cold and snowy weather.  
Thank you Bryan!

Jenny Somerville
Animal Care
July 2015 
Jenny’s love for the animals 
is obvious and her positive 
attitude is contagious. 
We are so grateful to 
have her on our team.                                
Thank you, Jenny!

Campers spent one week at Carolina Tiger Rescue learning all about wild cats.  
Camp activities are not only fun, they also teach the campers important aspects of 
a rescue sanctuary.  

Campers learned about various wild cat species, how they behave in their natural 
environment, and how we try to adapt that into their lives in captivity.  Campers 
put this knowledge into action by designing their own enclosures and decorating 
and building enrichment for the animals.  The kids thought about what it takes to 
keep a wild animal safe, happy, and healthy when designing an enclosure for them.  

Feeding with the keepers is an amazing experience.  Campers learn why big cats 
eat sitting or lying down and why small cats eat sitting or standing up.  In observing 
a feeding, campers were able to witness first hand just how strong our cats’ jaws 

and teeth are. They could see and 
hear the cats break right through 
the bones of their meat!

Watching tigers paint is always a 
hit, especially since campers are 
able to take home a piece of the 
artwork. 

Campers learned what it takes to examine an animal 
during a demonstration with our Animal Curator.   The 
kids saw the dart gun used to administer sedation 
medication and worked through a full body examination 
on our fully sedated (stuffed!) tiger.  

Several guest speakers joined the 
camps to educate the kids about 
the natural world in their own 
back yards.  Thanks to Dr. Robert 
Bakal, veterinarian at NC State, 
for teaching campers about his 
“Turtle Team”. He cares for sick 
and injured turtles that come into 
the vet hospital.  Dr. Bakal was 
kind enough to bring a few of his 

patients. The kids were so excited - these were the only animals they were allowed 
to touch!
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Summer 2015 Big Cat Safari Camps were 

Awesome!  

Campers and counselors test out a human safety cage.

Big Cat Safari Camps will be held in 
June and July, 2016                                                 

See more information in future editions of the 
Paw Print or at CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Tim Farmer, Construction & Tour Guide 
Amber Farmer, Office & Tour Guide
August 2015

Tim executes 
projects with 
admirable 
efficiency and is 
never at a loss 
for what to do 
next. Amber is an 
invaluable
team member;

her enthusiasm to do and learn more never 
seems to waver. 
Thank you, Amber and Tim!
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Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are 
available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989.  

The license is not an endorsement by the State.
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Keepers handed out special enrichment for the July 4th 
holiday and Madonna had a blast. She received a huge 
red, white, and blue popsicle and of course, each layer 
was flavored just the way tigers like it – blood, deer urine, 
and chicken juice! 

At first she wasn’t sure what to make of it but then 
caught a delicious whiff and tackled it. The popsicle kept 
her entertained for several hours. It offered exciting 
smells and tastes, was large enough for her manipulate, 
and was refreshingly cold. It was great enrichment and 
made her holiday weekend deliciously exciting!

Madonna always has something to 
say and alters between chuffling 
and moaning whenever you stop 
by – that is, once you find her! She is 
super sneaky and loves to hone her 
wild tiger skills. Anytime she hears 
someone approach she hides and 
stalks them, and it is usually very 
hard to find her until she comes 
running up to the fence to say hello. 
She is living proof that those stripes 
are great camouflage!
Because Madonna was rescued 
from a facility that was largely 
abandoned, she likely did not receive 
much attention or stimulation. This 
lack of new experiences can make 
a cat nervous in various situations 
and is something we see often in 
rescued animals. Madonna has 

grown far more confident during her 
time here, but now that the fear is 
gone keepers have noticed a need 
for more stimulation. Madonna is 
a smart, active, and athletic tiger 
which requires her care to be 
extra engaging. Providing novel 
enrichment and offering challenges 
through operant conditioning* are 
two ways that keepers are providing 
a more stimulating environment for 
her each day.

*Operant conditioning includes 
positive reinforcement for shifting 
from one part of the enclosure to 
the other, becoming accustomed to 
care givers, and forms of play that 
engage an animal’s curiosity and 
natural behaviors.

Animal Spotlight
Madonna Tiger

GREATNONPROFITS

2014
TOP-RATED
NONPROFIT

You can ensure sanctuary for the animals who 
have found a home at Carolina Tiger Rescue!

Please let us know if you have included Carolina Tiger Rescue            
in your plans so that we may thank you!

CAROLINA TIGER RESCUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Marie Hopper, President 
Chad Virgil, Vice President
Jay Baas, Secretary & Treasurer
Manish Ahuja
Emily Demarest 
Rob Downs

STAFF
Pam Fulk, Executive Director
Kathryn Bertok, Assistant Director & Curator
Tammy Bromley, Administrative Assistant
Kyra Bucich, Office Manager
Amanda Byrne, IT Administrator
Katie Cannon, Education Director
Laura Cox, Keeper
Kent Fowler, Gift Shop Manager
Nicola Goodman, Donor Services Assistant
Maryssa Hill, Volunteer Coordinator
Lauren Humphries, Senior Keeper
Susan King Cope, Development Director
Angela Lassiter, Veterinarian
Kelly Martin, Keeper
Dan Munn, Site Manager
Dan Wolski, Construction and Grounds Assistant
Heidi Zangara, Planned Giving Manager

Becky Naples
Ruth Stalvey
Julia Wood
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The Paw Print is published quarterly, edited by 
Heidi Zangara.  Special thanks to Judy Johnston 
for design and layout.

To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please email info@carolinatigerrescue.org.

• Donate items on our Wish List
• Volunteer
• Be a Member
• Adopt an Animal
• Attend the Black Tie & Tails Ball
• Be a Monthly Sustainer 
• Bring Friends for a Tour
• Become a Business Sponsor
• Include the Cats in your Estate Plans

Ways YOU Can Help

Save the Date

Year Round Public Tours 
Friday at 10am
Saturday & Sunday at 10am & 1pm
Advance tickets are required. Purchase tickets 
at CarolinaTigerRescue.org.

Twilight Tours 
April through October

Private tours, field trips, specialty tours, and 
volunteer opportunities available daily.  

More information at: CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Tours
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Holiday Tours
Halloween—Saturday, 10/31
Thanksgiving—Wednesday, 11/25 and 
Friday, 11/27
Christmas—Wednesday, 12/23 and 
Saturday, 12/26

2016 Summer Camps—June and July

2016 Black Tie & Tails Ball—Saturday, 2/27
Sunset Over Sedona
Join Us as We Celebrate the Magnificent Beauty 
of the American Southwest

BJ Binturong is thankful for your 
support of Carolina Tiger Rescue! 


