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The Director’s Desk Pam Fulk
Executive Director

Volunteer
Be a Member

Adopt an Animal
Be a Monthly Sustainer
Bring Friends for a Tour

Become a Business Sponsor
Attend the Black Tie & Tails Ball

Include the Cats in your Estate Plans
Make a Gift to Help the New Animals

Donate Items on our Amazon Wish List

More information at CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Ways you can help
Get Involved, Lend a Hand

The Paw Print is published three times a year.  
Special thanks to Judy Johnston for design and layout.

Cover photo:  Roman Lion

Rescue has always been a feast or famine business. We can go for months 
without a rescue and then get swamped with viable requests. A couple of years 
ago we starting receiving fewer and fewer legitimate requests for rescues of 
small groups or even individual cats, so we polled other sanctuaries to see if they 
were experiencing a similar situation. We learned that, with one exception (a 
facility that rescues internationally), federally-recognized sanctuaries were all 
experiencing this change.  
At the same time, we all shared a growing concern. More mom and pop zoos, 
circuses, breeders, etc. are closing and some large big cat facilities are in jeopardy of going under. Any 
one of these entities closing could mean a hundred or more animals requiring placement at one time.    
In fact, this fall that is exactly what happened. One facility sold their property and donated their animals, 
while within weeks a second facility closed, resulting in over 200 animals needing placement – a huge 
responsibility for the sanctuary community. 
Thanks to you, we were able to act immediately to rescue 16 new animals during this crisis. Sadly, it won’t 
end here. As the need is changing, we must be able to meet these new challenges by rapidly building 
many new habitats. When the next major rescue comes, we want to be able to again say YES. I am so 
glad that we can count on you to help us get ready for the many animals who will need us!
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Tickets Available Now!  Can’t Attend?  Online Auction Bidding Starts February 13, 2017.
All Information at BlackTieAndTailsBall.org

Carolina Tiger Rescue 
Home to 16 New Animals

One of the largest rescues that Carolina Tiger 
has ever been a part of began with a phone 
call alerting us that a facility in Colorado was 
changing hands and 110 wild animals would 
need new homes as soon as possible.
Working with the nonprofit Tigers in America 
and a group of legitimate sanctuaries, we sent 
two of our staff members out a few days later 
to assist with the care of the animals at that 
facility, and to determine which animals we 
could bring back to Carolina Tiger.
Savannah Serval, Kitwana and Zari Caracals, 
and Lily and Macano Coatimundis were the 
first five animals to arrive. 
Meet the second group of arrivals on page 6. 
The last group of animals from this rescue are 
expected in early December and will include 
three more tigers, a leopard, and two bobcats.

Savannah Serval is very sassy. She 
is leery of people and frequently 

hisses at staff and volunteers to keep 
them in their place. Savannah is very 

overweight and arrived with large 
mats in her fur, likely from not being 

able to groom herself properly due 
to her weight. Savannah had been 

fully declawed and the keepers will 
watch her for any signs of discomfort 
that could result. She will also be put 

on a healthier diet!

Kitwana Caracal has handled his 
transition to Carolina Tiger with 
no problems, making himself at 
home in his new den box almost 
immediately. Kitwana is very 
interested in people and will run 
up to the fence to greet anyone 
passing by, and will sometimes 
chirp at keepers across the field.

Zari Caracal is more reserved than 
Kitwana, but she will come up to 
greet those who are patient.  Zari 

and Kitwana were housed together 
before, but Zari had a small focal 

seizure after being transported, so 
she was put on medication to help.  

Zari is doing very well, and now Zari 
and Kitwana have been reunited in a 

shared habitat.

Lily and Macano Coatimundis – see Animal 
Spotlight on page 5 to learn about Macano and 

Lily; they are already giving the kinkajous a 
challenge as the cutest animals at Carolina Tiger.
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The Curator’s Corner Kathryn Bertok
Curator

A message comes across my desk. An animal 
control officer needs help; a person owns three 
tigers and a leopard that need to be placed 
immediately. The animals are in need of vet care 
and animal control is going to seize them. What do 
we do next?  
Before we can say “yes,” we have to step back and 
ensure we make the best decision for the animals in 
need and for the animals already in our care. First, 
do we have the expertise to care for these animals?  
If we don’t, do we have a resource that can help us 
learn what we need to know? If so, we move on to 
the next question.
Do we have room for these animals? We want 
animals that are coming here to have a habitat 
ready and waiting for them.  
So, we know how to care for the animals and we 
have a home for them, but can we care for them 
for life? We have to be confident that we have the 
resources to care for these animals for the rest of 
their lives.  

The decision to bring an 
animal into our sanctuary is 
never taken lightly. We strive 
to not only hold true to our 
values, but to ensure that we 
make the best decisions for 
the animals already in our 
care and those waiting for 
their forever home.  

It takes a lot of people to move one tiger!

Christian had a fantastic personality and was easily recognized by his droopy left 
ear.  Christian was not on tour because he got nervous around crowds, but he loved 
playing in his pool and hanging out with Max in the quiet part of the sanctuary.
Christian was our oldest tiger at 20 years old, so it was not a surprise when he became 
unsteady on his feet. Keepers gave him medication to reduce inflammation and his 
walking improved but it was clear that it was only a matter of time before making a 
quality of life decision. When we saw a marked decline in his ability to move, it was 
decided that waiting any longer was not doing him justice. 
He always had an air of aloofness, but had loads of personality to make up for it.  Staff, 
volunteers, and his long-time enclosure mate, Max, will miss Christian.

CHRISTIAN

in tribute

Aria was near death when we rescued her from a private owner.  She rebounded and 
won the hearts of everyone.  Aria was a bit of a princess, becoming a tour group 
favorite due to her social nature and willingness to approach the fence to chuffle at 
visitors. 
Aria was being treated for seizures and high blood pressure after close observation 
and blood work showed the need for medication, but keepers knew that her seizures 
could become more frequent.  On the morning that Aria had difficulty leaving her 
den box, she then suffered multiple seizures and the hard decision to euthanize was 
made. 
Aria’s remarkable story was told as an example of why people should not have wild 
cats as pets.  Her friendly spirit and diva personality will be remembered by all.

ARIA
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Animal SpotlightMACANO & LILY COATIMUndIs

On October 4, 2016, Carolina Tiger welcomed 
several new animals including Macano 
(pictured) and Lily Coatimundis. 
The Coatimundi (also called Coati) is native 
to Central and South America. As a member 
of the raccoon family, Coatis have double-
jointed ankles allowing them to rotate their 
feet backwards to descend a tree head-first! 
They are omnivores eating a combination of 
fruit, eggs and small rodents. Their elongated 
flexible snout allows them to forage in the dirt 
for invertebrates as well. Coatis communicate 
using a combination of chirping, snorting and 
grunting sounds. Although considered a prey 
animal in the wild, they have sharp canine 
teeth and non-retractable claws that can put 
up a fierce fight against potential predators. 
Our staff has certainly enjoyed learning about 
this species and the individual personalities 
of Macano and Lily Coatis. They both pick the 
meat first from their meals, becoming extra 
excited for chicken or superworms. Grapes 
and avocados are among their favorite foods 
as well. 
Lily and Macano arrived declawed but that 
does not deter them from climbing into the 
large cardboard boxes that the staff sprays 
with perfume for enrichment. Macano will 
come right up to visitors with the hopes of 
getting a treat while Lily usually hangs out in 
the background. 
The coatis will join the tour path soon! Come 
out for a tour and meet Macano and Lily.

I AM NOT A 
PET

I AM WILD

Coatimundis are prevalent in the pet trade. Coatis are less aggressive than 
their raccoon cousins, but they are wild animals and have wild instincts. 
These animals are often declawed because people believe this makes them 
safer; this is an inhumane practice that will typically leave the animal with 
debilitating pain. They also sport carnassial teeth, which are meant to 
break the bones of small mammals, meaning they could certainly inflict 
injury on humans.   
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YOU Make the Difference!

December 2016 
Becky’s leadership 
and hard work on 
the Black Tie & Tails 
Ball has helped 
us strengthen our 
fundraising for the 
benefit of the cats.  
Thank you, Becky!

BECKY NAPLES  •  BOARD MEMBER

November 2016
Janet’s humor and 
enthusiasm make her 
tours unique, and she 
has a way of ensuring 
that every visitor enjoys 
themselves while 
learning about the 
animals.  Thank you, 
Janet!

JANET SCHAEFFER •  TOUR GUIDE

October 2016
Tracy has helped to 
educate thousands of 
tour guests over the 
years.  Her passion for 
the animals, and for 
sharing their stories, 
is evident on her tours.  
Thank you, Tracy!

TRACY TOBIN •  TOUR GUIDE

Special Thanks to our Volunteers of the Month

Slippery Rock University 
Alternative Spring Break

Five Tigers Come Home to 
Carolina Tiger Rescue

Medical exams performed in quarantine show that Caprichio, 
Carolina, and India all appear to be in good health. Saber and 
Shenandoah were both previously declawed and their teeth look as 
though they may have been filed down in the past.  Both Saber and 
Shenandoah will likely need root canals and some extractions to 
prevent infection from teeth that have chipped or cracked.  They will 
also be watched for pain that can result from being declawed.

Caprichio has the honor of being the 
largest tiger in the sanctuary.  He is 
magnificent in his size and beauty, 
but he is also the most timid of the 

new tigers.  While even shredded 
paper is something he is wary of, he 
seems comfortable with people and 

loves his boomer ball toy.

Carolina has fairly light coloring 
and a very pronounced ruff of fur 

around her neck.  She loves the straw 
that keepers put into her quarantine 

enclosure.  Carolina (back) is more 
outgoing but both she and India 
(front) chuffle with staff.  India’s 

markings are very dark and distinct, 
including a heart-shaped stripe 

across her face.

Saber suffers from several of the 
problems that afflict white tigers, 

namely small stature and very 
crossed eyes (white tigers are not an 

individual sub-species, they are the 
result of extreme inbreeding).  He is 
comfortable around people and has 

a generally relaxed demeanor.

Shenandoah was the first tiger 
unloaded upon arrival because she 

loudly stated her readiness to get off 
the transport truck.  Shenandoah is 

feisty but is comfortable with people 
and will likely join her enclosure-

mate, Saber, on the tour trail.
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NEWS FROM 
THE SANCTUARY

Keeper’s Log

CAROLINA TIGER RESCUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tasha Tiger

Keepers: Cara Vitale, Larissa Keliher, Lauren Humphries

WINTER 2016 
With the arrival of 16 new animals, we will be carefully considering 
which animals would be a good fit for the tour route. We want to 
ensure that all the animals are happy and comfortable in their new 
habitats. Some animals are shy by nature and do best in the quiet 
area at the back of the sanctuary, whereas others enjoy watching 
all the comings and goings of people and trucks throughout the 
day. For instance, Tasha Tiger was nervous when she first came to 
us. However, with a dedication to operant conditioning, Tasha has 
gained confidence and has been considered for an enclosure on 
the tour route because she has done so well. Some cats don’t seem 
to have any reservations and are eager to come up and get treats 
as they greet tours. We hope everyone has a chance to meet 
some of the animals from the latest rescue who will be on tour soon!  

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. 
The license is not an endorsement by the State.

Marie Hopper, President 
Chad Virgil, Vice President

Jay Baas, Secretary & Treasurer
Manish Ahuja | Barbara Daniel | Becky Naples   

 Paige Otos | Ruth Stalvey | Julia Wood

Staff
Pam Fulk, Executive Director

Kathryn Bertok, Assistant Director & Curator
Kyra Bucich, Office Manager

Katie Cannon, Education Director
Nicola Goodman, Data Services Assistant

Amanda Henry, Gift Shop Manager
Maryssa Hill, Volunteer Coordinator

Ryan Howard, Construction & Grounds
Lauren Humphries, Senior Keeper

Larissa Keliher, Keeper
Susan King Cope, Development Director

Angela Lassiter, Veterinarian
Dan Munn, Site Manager

Karen Rafferty, Administrative Assistant
Cara Vitale, Keeper

Heidi Zangara, Planned Giving Manager

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
Give Our Animals a Happy Home 

$25 Enrichment items to engage the animals
$50 Straw for all of the animals’ den boxes
$100  Medicine for a sick cat
$250 Food for all of the animals for one day
$500 Supplies for one quarantine examination
$1,000 Equipment for ongoing habitat maintenance
$1,500 Food for all of the animals for one whole week

Make a gift online at CarolinaTigerRescue.org 

100% of your donation will support the cats



Carnivore Preservation, Inc.
DBA Carolina Tiger Rescue
1940 Hanks Chapel Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

919.542.4684

info@carolinatigerrescue.org
www.carolinatigerrescue.org

SUMMER CAMPS: June and July, 2017

BLACK TIE & TAILS BALL:  February 25, 2017  
Join us as we celebrate the African 
Serengeti.

To unsubscribe from this newsletter, please email 
info@carolinatigerrescue.org

Camilla is thankful for 
the gift of your support!

TRACK OUT CAMP: April 24-28, 2017 
9am-4pm, before/aftercare available

Tours and Important Dates

DAYTIME TOURS: Year-Round 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Holiday tours, private tours, specialty tours, 
field trips, and volunteer opportunities 
available. More information available at 
CarolinaTigerRescue.org.


