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 Beau Cougar

Volunteer • Become a Member
Adopt an Animal

Be a Monthly Sustainer
Bring Friends for a Tour

Include the Cats in Your Estate Plan
Become a Business Sponsor

Become a Big Cat Dinner Club Member
Donate Items on our Amazon Wish List

FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO:
 CarolinaTigerRescue.org

This year has been full of challenges for so many 
people. In my mind, one of the biggest is the 
recognition that despite our purported national 
principles, we do NOT value people of color. LA 
Clippers coach Doc Rivers decried “It’s amazing why 
we keep loving this country, and this country does not 
love us back.” He went on to say that “you don’t need 
to be Black to be outraged, you need to be American 
and be outraged.” It is like a knife through the heart!  

Many of us in the animal welfare/environmental 
community struggle with ethnic representation at 
every level of our organizations. Yet, if we are going 
to successfully educate the public and change 
behaviors related to the exploitation of wild cats in 
captivity and their preservation in the wild, we have to 
engage EVERY community. 

A couple of years ago 
Carolina Tiger began getting 
involved in various activities 
to educate ourselves about 
equity, diversity, and inclusion. 
We are ramping up those efforts. In our 
coming planning retreat we will be addressing the ways 
we can incorporate change to build a path for 
communities of color to join our cause. We will also 
be adding a set of core operating values stressing our 
commitment to equity and respect for all. 

We are deeply saddened by current events and are 
committing ourselves to be part of the solution to 
building an America that values everyone and treats 
EVERYONE with respect.

Pam Fulk
Executive Director

Board of Directors
Barbara Daniel – President

Laura (Lolly) Gasaway – Vice President
Aparna Ramabhadran – Secretary/Treasurer

Jay Baas
Kevin O’Dell

Nicole Robertson 
Ruth Stalvey
Julia Wood

Staff
Pam Fulk – Executive Director

Kathryn Bertok – Assistant Director
Lauren Humphries – Senior Keeper

Larissa Hill – Keeper
Cara Vitale – Keeper

Angela Lassiter – Veterinarian
Katie Cannon – Education Director

Rosemary Lively – Education Assistant
Maryssa Hill – Volunteer Coordinator

Susan King Cope – Development Director
Heidi Zangara – Donor Engagement Director

Hsi Chen – Gift Shop Manager
Kyra Bucich – Office Manager

Nicola Goodman – Data Services Assistant
Karen Rafferty – Administrative Assistant

Tara Murphy – Capital Campaign Coordinator
Keri Helmrich – Program Assistant

Louise Orr – Communications Director
Tiffany Bernard – Site Assistant
Roger Harvey – Site Manager

John McLeod – Construction Assistant
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Zari & Kitwana
Caracals

If you’re a school 
teacher looking 

for a way to spice up 
your curriculum or
 virtual learning, we 
can help with that! 

Left: Zari Caracal  • Right: Kitwana Caracal

Zari Kitwana

Zari, along with her enclosure-mate, Kitwana, were 
rescued along with 14 other animals from a failing 
roadside zoo in Colorado in 2016. This rescue is one of 
the largest to date for Carolina Tiger Rescue. Zari was 
one of 110 animals living on four acres of land at this 
roadside zoo that exploited its animals for profit by 
allowing people to take pictures with and feed babies 
they were breeding.

Zari is a feisty caracal who is often first up to the fence 
when she hears the food truck coming. She enjoys 
some enrichment, but if it doesn’t involve food, she 
often can’t be bothered to leave her sunny patch of 
grass to investigate. Zari lives with Kitwana and tends to 
boss him around with a hiss.

Many roadside zoos, like the one Zari and Kitwana were 

rescued from, will brag that the breeding they do is 
saving a species, when in actuality it is doing the 
complete opposite. Wild cats that are bred for people 
to pet and take pictures with are not bred with genetics 
in mind – these animals are simply generic members of 
their species and cannot help save wild populations in 
any way. A great way to help protect wild species is to 
help protect their native habitats.

We ask that you look closely at the values of a facility 
before you visit. If they do not align with your personal 
values regarding animal welfare and breeding, we ask 
that you consider not patronizing them.
 

Carolina Tiger Rescue is excited to host virtual tours! Our 
virtual tours are modified to the needs of your group. If 
you’re a school teacher, 
looking for a way to spice 
up your curriculum or 
virtual learning, we can 
help with that! Are you 
looking for a virtual way 
to connect with your staff 
or provide them with a 
bit of fun during this
unprecedented time? 
Try a virtual tour! All 
virtual tours are 
conducted by a staff 
member or trained tour guide and introduce you to 
some of our amazing animals, telling you about their 
species, and about their unique story. In a time in which 
we are spending more time online, make the best of it 
by sharing it with us and our animals!

Savannah Serval

Join us for a Virtual Tour

Roman Lion
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Star Cougar was rescued 
from a Mississippi 
roadside zoo in 2012. 
The zoo had multiple 
years of USDA violations, 
leading officials to seize 
11 exotic animals from 
the property. The animals 
had been kept in small, 
barren cages. Several 
were malnourished and 
had visible injuries. Sadly, 
these findings are 
common amongst 
roadside zoos.

In her heyday, Star was 
known for being the most 

vocal cat in the sanctuary due to her frequent calling 
whenever she was in heat. These days, Star is much 
more stoic, known instead for her purr. As she has aged, 
Star has developed  arthritis, and while her enclosure is 

Star Cougar

outfitted with special      
handicap steps, she is 
choosy about who or 
what is worth getting 
up for. She spends 
most of her time 
watching visitors from 
the comfort of her 
treehouse platform, 
although a yummy 

treat or a member of the Keeper staff are usually 
sure bets to get her up and moving.

At Carolina Tiger Rescue, Star receives proper 
veterinary care, including medications to maage 
her arthritis. She has a spacious and secure 
enclosure with platforms built to accommodate 
her needs. She receives a proper diet and regular 
enrichment. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said 
for most animals kept at roadside zoos. Star is one of 
the lucky ones able to live out the rest of her life at 
an accredited sanctuary.

Not A Profit
Roadside zoos typically have one thing
 in mind: profit. Animals live in cramped 
cages so that more can be crammed 
onto the property. In their minds, 
more animals = more money. The animals 
suffer greatly in these conditions, which is 
why it is important to remember that these 
are wild animals and NOT a profit.

Photo of a cougar at 
the Mississippi 
roadside zoo
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True 
Sanctuaries:

• Provide lifetime care to 
animals that have been 
abused, neglected, 
discarded, or are otherwise 
in need.
 
• Do not breed.
 
• Do not buy, sell, or trade 
animals or their parts.
 
• Do not allow hands-on 
interaction with the animals.
 
• Provide proper 
veterinary care, housing, and 
nutrition.
 
• Maintain high standards of 
operation.
 
• Provide enclosures that are 
spacious enough for exercise, 
have places for the animals 
to hide, and have shade and 
water. 

• Provide regular enrichment 
like climbing platforms, toys, 
and activities.

Pseudo-
sanctuaries
and Roadside 

Zoos:
• Breed prolifically to earn 
money via cub petting or 
selling cubs - claims that 
breeding helps conservation 
efforts are patently false. 

• Cross-breed species to 
create hybrids which can 
cause genetic defects and 
health problems.
 
• Inbreed to produce white 
tigers which can cause 
congenital defects. 

• Allow interactions with 
animals which is harmful to 
both animals and humans.
 
• Use tiny enclosures to be 
able to fit as many animals as 
possible on the property.

• Rarely provide proper 
veterinary care. 

what does a true sanctuary look like?

 TIP: Look for sanctuaries that are GFAS-accredited! The Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries holds facilities to 
the highest standards of animal care and operation. Carolina Tiger Rescue is the only GFAS-accredited wild cat 

sanctuary in North Carolina. (www.SanctuaryFederation.org)
 

Carolina Tiger Rescue asks that you don’t patronize roadside zoos that put profit over animal welfare! 

Mona Tiger has lived at Carolina Tiger Rescue since 
her rescue from a roadside zoo in 2008.

This is an image captured from the Collins Zoo 
rescue in 2012 where we rescued Star Cougar (pg. 4) 

This is a typical enclosure design at Carolina Tiger Rescue compared 
to the approxmate size of roadside zoo enclosures we’ve seen during rescues.
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Volunteers are the 
lifeforce of Carolina Tiger Rescue!

They provide vital support to our staff.

Each year we get the privilege of honoring a select 
few who have gone above and beyond for the animals 
and the organization. This year, we recognized 13 
incredible individuals who help us accomplish our 
mission every single day. We could not be more 
thankful for their contribution to the team. Thank you for 
your hard work and dedication!

Thomas and Shannon Strom

Rita and Gary Nunn

Molly Gumpert

Laura Wolski (Right)

Jaxson Davis (Right)

Erica Burnett

Christine Samant

Bridget Mackie

Jessica Montesdeoca

Amber Farmer

Lindsey Lewis
Volunteer of the Year, 2020

Leap into the new year

Our 2021 calendar is on sale NOW in 
our online gift shop! (shop.carolinatigerrescue.org) 
Next year’s calendar was designed by artist and 
Carolina Tiger volunteer, Eric Sweet. Eric spent 
several months painting beautiful water color 
portraits of 13 of the animals we care for at the 
sanctuary, and generously allowed us to feature 
them in our 2021 calendar. Eric has original 
paintings and prints available on his website, and 
is donating a portion of his sales back to the 
sanctuary. 

Thank you, Eric, for all of your hard work!
www.signedsweet.com/shop-ctr



Open Your Eyes to the Wild

The Paw Print  • FALL 2020

7

Keeper’s Corner

We often rescue animals from 
environments that are 
detrimental to an animal’s 
health and welfare. Private 
homes, roadside zoos, and 
breed-for-profit operations 
rarely provide enough space 
for the animals in their care. 

When any animal first arrives 
at Carolina Tiger, they can be 

stressed and overwhelmed. Adjusting to sights, sounds, 
and smells can take some time. One of our latest 

rescues were seven servals from 
a backyard breeder in British 
Columbia, Canada. These 
servals were kept in 
sub-standard conditions; facing 
overcrowded spaces, lack of 
sunlight, litter boxes overflowing 
with feces and high levels of 
ammonia from urine. Now at 
Carolina Tiger, having access to 

Our Tiger Day 5k was a huge success! In a little over a 
month’s time, dedicated walkers, runners, bikers, and 
kayakers rallied their friends and family members, 
near and far, to participate in Carolina Tiger Rescue’s 

first-ever virtual 5k.

   With over 725 
participants from 29 

states, we could not 
have asked for a 
better way to cele-
brate International 
Tiger Day! Thank you 
for helping us raise 

just over $40,000 for 
the cats!

If you have not had a 
chance to see our wrap up 

video with all of the photos 
participants submitted, be sure to check out the 
video here: youtube.com/CarolinaTigerRescue. 
We would also like to thank our awesome sponsors! 
Their generous support during the COVID pandemic 
helped cover the costs of runner t-shirts and 
bling - ensuring that every participants’ registration 
went directly to fill the gaps from closing our tours!

Left: Cara Vitale – Keeper
Center: Larissa Hill – Keeper

Right: Lauren Humphries – Senior Keeper

Queen

Cher

Blondie

large outdoor 
enclosures with 
trees, grass 
and multiple 
platforms was a 
big change for 
them. 

It’s been rewarding to watch 
Blondie, Cher, Queen and Stevie 
have room to run, play and chase 
each other. They no longer have 
to fight for space or resources. 
They can perch on a tall platform, 
soak up the sun and take in the 
views or choose to hide in the 
grass under a platform and enjoy 
the shade. 

Providing habitats that meet the animals’ physical and 
psychological needs is one of the important aspects of 
providing a home for these animals.

Tiger Day 5k: A Roaring Success!

Big Frog Custom T-Shirts & More 
(Presenting)

Blue Watch Law Enforcement 
Motorcycle Club (Runner)

Hobbs Architects (Runner)

Phydeaux (Runner)

Tigers United (Runner)

The Cat Hospital of Durham 
and Chapel Hill (Sprinter)

Title Boxing Club of 
Cary & Raleigh (Runner)

Summit Design and Engineering 
(Runner)

Hopper Cummings (Walker)

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
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With your help, we were able to rescue With your help, we were able to rescue 
Daisy Coatimundi and Willow BDaisy Coatimundi and Willow Bobobcatcat

To learn more about the work we do and and the animals we have To learn more about the work we do and and the animals we have 
rescued, visit our website: www.CarolinaTigerRescue.org rescued, visit our website: www.CarolinaTigerRescue.org 

Daisy Coatimundi Willow Bobcat

1940 Hanks Chapel Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

919.542.4684

info@CarolinaTigerRescue.org
CarolinaTigerRescue.org


