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The Director’s Desk Pam Fulk
Executive Director

When people think “wildlife sanctuary” they 
naturally think about the animals. But there 
is much more a sanctuary can offer through 
advocacy and education.  Sanctuaries can work 
to end the conditions that wild animals endure 
in captivity and to help save individual species 
in the wild.  Sanctuaries can also play a role in 
shaping public sentiment.  

Sanctuaries can serve additional roles in our 
communities.  Accepting community service 
volunteers from the criminal justice system 
(for minor offenses) gives us the opportunity to 
educate someone who will then educate others.  
It also allows us to immerse that person in a 
positive, constructive environment, giving them 
tools to change and providing us with much-
needed labor.

Working with school community service 
volunteers allows us to educate the younger 
generation and help them grow into ambassadors 
for change. 

Carolina Tiger is 
fortunate to have a 
huge corps of regular 
volunteers and adoptive 
parents, benefitting 
both the organization 
and those individuals.  
Volunteers and adoptive parents have told us that 
being involved here gives them the opportunity 
to meet new people, make new friends, learn 
new information and skills, get exercise, enjoy 
the outdoors, find new purpose, develop deeper 
relationships with amazing animals, and 
contribute to a meaningful cause. 

Carolina Tiger participates in the business 
community of Pittsboro, Chatham County, and 
beyond, lending business expertise and offering 
corporate specialty tours and sponsorship 
opportunities, workgroup volunteering, and more. 

All this while caring for our magnificent animals 
and educating and advocating on their behalf!

Volunteer 
Become a member

Adopt an Animal
Be a Monthly Sustainer
Bring Friends for a Tour

Include the Cats in your Estate Plans
Become a Business Sponsor

Attend the Black Tie & Tails Ball 
Donate Items on our Amazon Wish List

More info: CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Ways You Can Help

Cover Photo: Sebastian and Sheba Lion. Photo Courtesy of Daniel Turbert, The Sentient Project.
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A team from the Peter Emily 
International Veterinary Dental 
Foundation (PEIVDF) visited in July 
to perform life-enhancing dental 
procedures on four big cats.  

Saber, 7, and Shenandoah, 15, got root 
canals on each of their four canines. 
Sebastian, 16, got an extraction and 
three root canals; Tio, 16, also got three 
root canals. Tio will need more work in 
the future.

Saber and Shenandoah were bred for 
profit; all four canines on both cats 
were filed down. Sebastian and Tio had 
several fractured teeth.  Our animal 
care team noticed the poor condition 
of Tio’s teeth during his intake exam 
upon his April, 2018 rescue. Keepers 
got a closer look at Sebastian’s teeth 
during a recent physical.

Both Carolina Tiger Rescue and 
PEIVDF prepared long and hard, 
working together to improve the lives 
of our captive wild cats.

 

Hours over two days 

Peter Emily 
International  

Veterinary  
Dental  

Foundation  
Staff 

Carolina 
Tiger  

Rescue 
Staff 

Dental procedures including  
14 root canals, 4 gingivoplasties, 

and 1 extraction  

New pieces of 
veterinary equipment 

Happy 
cats 
with 

healthy 
teeth Shenandoah, Saber, Sebastian, and Tio say “Thanks!” 

Big Cats Need Big Dental Care

Black Tie & Tails ball 
Save the date

February 23, 2019
Join us for an evening filled 
with good friends, fine food, 

and fun auction items, all  
benefiting the amazing animals 

at Carolina Tiger Rescue.

Early Bird tickets available  
November 1, 2018.

carolinatigerrescue.org/2019ball

Our keeper staff is happy to report that all four cats are seemingly 
feeling much better and eating with gusto. We’re so grateful to 

everyone who donated to help make this dental weekend possible 
and for the work that PEIVDF does!
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The Curator’s Corner

Trust.  It is the hallmark of what makes Carolina 
Tiger Rescue work.  Our ability to trust our 
volunteers and adoptive parents gives us the 
flexibility to allow them to work independently and 
to visit animals that they care about.  

The trust-building work starts by letting everyone 
know what to expect.  During our general 
orientation, we talk about Carolina Tiger, our 
values, and our rules.  We want everyone to know 
how to stay safe in the sanctuary and around 
the animals.  We continue to build trust through 
trainings and reviews.  These trainings help expand 
our family member’s knowledge and lets us assess 
their abilities and comfort level in the sanctuary.  

The learning never stops.  Every day, the animals’ 
needs may change.  Our Updates Board is ever 
changing!  Something that seems so simple, may 

have a big impact on the 
lives of our animals.  How 
could giving a small treat 
to a tiger be a problem?  
Yesterday it may have been 
fine, but today we might be 
working hard to get pain 
medication to him.  We need to know that when we 
ask our family to avoid feeding Caprichio, they will 
follow our instructions.      

Trusting our Carolina Tiger Rescue family is vital 
to all that we do. For me, and for all of the staff, the 
relationships we build are a special part of being 
here.  We are grateful for the incredible amount of 
time, energy, and money that has been gifted to 
Carolina Tiger.  We look forward to building those 
relationships and getting to know our family even 
better! 

Kathryn Bertok
Curator

Bandit Caracal

IN TRIBUTE

Bandit Caracal was part of the former 
breeding program and was known for 
his laid-back personality and his very 
handsome face.  He enjoyed sneaking up 
through the tall grass, often seeing guests 
long before they saw him.  

While it was terrible to watch his eyes lose 
their shine and see his coat get duller, it 
was heartwarming to know that he lived a 
life of care and comfort. 

Most people did not get to meet Toby. He 
was a true bobcat in every way with a very 
reclusive nature. If you were lucky and he 
came up to visit, he may have even  
shared a few bobcat chirps (or grumbles) 
with you! 

Toby had an amazing, fluffy coat; he was 
a beautiful bobcat and his selective visits 
are very much missed. 

Toby Bobcat Jericho Cougar
Jericho was loved by many.  His stately 
demeanor was a settling presence for 
everyone who was fortunate enough to 
meet him.  He had always been an old soul. 

Jericho drew you in with his quiet 
meditative nature and he would often 
reward visitors with a purr; it was a sound 
that would reverberate through your soul.  

Jericho’s loss will long be felt throughout 
the Carolina Tiger family. 
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Animal Spotlighttio tiger

Tio has made quite an impression in just a 
few months on the tour route.  His eagerness 
to greet visitors and his laid-back demeanor 
have made him a favorite.  Tio spends his 
days chasing the work vehicles as they drive 
past and playfully stalking his neighbor, 
Santana Serval.  He seems to enjoy watching 
the daily activities taking place around his 
enclosure, including the various costume 
masks the animal care staff sometimes wear 
as enrichment.

Tio is one of four tigers that Carolina Tiger took 
in from a facility in the southwestern U.S. this 
past April.  Not many details are known about 
Tio’s former situation, but he arrived declawed 
and in need of some dental work.  When a 
cat is declawed, it forces them to redistribute 
their bodyweight, resulting in an altered stride 
and mis-aligned joints.  This often leads to 
arthritis, particularly in big cat species.  Tio will 
be monitored for this as he ages. 

When Tio arrived, we discovered that he had 
three fractured canine teeth. The fractures 
cause root pain and leave an opening 
for bacteria to enter the tooth.  Carolina 
Tiger partnered with The PEIVDF to help Tio 
by performing root canals on Tio’s broken 
canines (see pg 3.)  We are happy to provide 
Tio with proper veterinary care and know 
he will live out his days in comfort, being the 
exuberant tiger that he is. 

Tio was rescued from an on-going, sensitive situation 
where not much information could be released.  Despite 
his earlier treatment - being de-clawed on all four paws and 
enduring three damaged teeth - we have been delighted to 
find that Tio is a social tiger who isn’t fazed by much, even 
the pesky vultures. 

Tio’s disposition and lack of claws does not lead us to treat 
him any different than the other tigers; Tio is a wild animal 
and should always be given that caution and respect.  

I am
wild
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YOU Make the Difference!
Special Thanks to our Volunteers of the Month

Did you know many 
companies offer a matching 
gift or volunteer grant 
program? Some companies 
will even match gifts made by 
their retirees or employees’ 
spouses!

By simply completing a 
matching gift form (online 
or paper), you may be able 
to double, or even triple, the 
impact of your gift! 

Contributions of any amount help us save and protect wild cats 
in captivity and in the wild – double the amount is twice as nice!

For more information or to look-up your company for matching 
gift participation, go to: https://carolinatigerrescue.org/
membership-giving/more-ways-to-give/matching-gifts/

AUGUST 2018
Heather’s devotion to 
the animals is incredible.  
She used to drive 9 hrs. 
each way to volunteer on 
weekends and now she’s 
moved to Pittsboro to 
follow her passion!  Thank 
you, Heather! 

Heather miller •  ANIMAL CARE

APRIL 2018
Chris’ passion for learning 
about the animals is 
obvious in his work ethic.  
Chris is on his way to 
Purple Tier and we are so 
appreciative of his hard 
work. Thank you, Chris!

Chris Krauss •  ANIMAL CARE

JULY 2018
Katrina’s enthusiasm is 
immediately evident. She 
goes above and beyond to 
help Carolina Tiger as well 
as the animals.  Thank you, 
Katrina!

Katrina Greely •  TOUR GUIDE

MAY 2018
Jan’s quick wit keeps 
guests entertained, and 
her love for the animals 
guarantees that visitors 
leave with an appreciation 
for our resident carnivores.  
Thank you, Jan!

Jane Dye •  TOUR GUIDE

JUNE 2018
Lisa’s love for the animals 
is unwavering.  She’s 
wonderful with guests and 
she is always willing to help 
when she can.  Thank you, 
Lisa!

Lisa adams •  TOUR GUIDE

Carolina Tiger Rescue Interns Are Amazing!
Our interns spent 12 weeks learning 
about animal care, sanctuary 
protocols, and the hard work of 
caring for nearly 50 wild animals.  
Interns Keri, Sarah, and Ying came 
from afar - New York and Maryland 
- and near – just down the road – for 
this experience.  

Being an intern means learning a 
lot, both in keeper-taught classes and in hands-on experience.  
It is also a wonderful opportunity to really connect with some 
amazing animals and get to know what it would be like to pursue 
wild animal care as a career.  In their own words….

“Carolina Tiger’s values are something I will take with me as I 
begin my career working with animals.”  - Keri

“The level of trust that the keepers had in us allowed us to learn 
and experience far more than I had expected. ” - Sarah

“At Carolina Tiger Rescue, an animal in need will get a loving 
home where they can spend the rest of their days.  One funny 
memory is seeing Fenimore Tiger knee deep in mud licking his 
keg with Emerson Tiger just standing by on solid ground.”  
- Ying

For 2019 internships, go to: 
carolinatigerrescue.org/learn/internship/

Our 2018 summer interns, 
(L to R): Yingley Yee, Sarah 

Dickerson, and Keri Helmrich

https://carolinatigerrescue.org/membership-giving/more-ways-to-give/matching-gifts/
https://carolinatigerrescue.org/membership-giving/more-ways-to-give/matching-gifts/
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NEWS FROM 
THE SANCTUARY

Keeper’s Log

Albert Kinkajou eyes his treat 

Keepers: Cara Vitale, Larissa Hill, Lauren Humphries

Fall 2018 
We have a unique volunteer and adoption program at Carolina 
Tiger. All volunteers and adoptive parents must go through 
extensive orientations and trainings to ensure they know all 
policies and procedures before working around or visiting the 
animals.  Many enjoy bringing treats for the animals.  To give treats, 
individuals must be trained to safely give small pieces of meat or 
fruit via a three-foot-long treat stick.  This ensures people remain at 
a safe distance and cannot touch the animals.  An injury to a person 
who gets too close is bad for both the individual and the animal – 
the animal who causes even an accidental injury could find their life 
in jeopardy.  We reinforce that human and animal safety go hand in 
hand.  It’s important for everyone to follow the same rules to keep 
our animal residents happy and healthy!

CAROLINA TIGER RESCUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Barbara Daniel, President 
Chad Virgil, Vice President 

Paige Otos, Secretary & Treasurer 
Jay Baas | Laura Gasaway | Marie Hopper | Becky 

Naples |Kevin O’Dell | Ruth Stalvey | Julia Wood 

Staff 
Pam Fulk, Executive Director 

Kathryn Bertok, Assistant Director & Curator 
Tiffany Bernard, Construction Assistant 

Kyra Bucich, Office Manager 
Katie Cannon, Education Director 

Hsi Chen, Gift Shop Manager
Nicola Goodman, Data Services Assistant 

Roger Harvey, Site Manager 
Larissa Hill, Keeper

Maryssa Hill, Volunteer Coordinator 
Lauren Humphries, Senior Keeper

Susan King Cope, Development Director 
Angela Lassiter, Veterinarian 

Michelle Meyers, Communications Coordinator 
Karen Rafferty, Administrative Assistant 

Cara Vitale, Keeper 
Heidi Zangara, Planned Giving Manager

Student Membership Drive 
Go back to school with some cool cats!

  • FREE unlimited daytime public tours
  • 50% off Twilight Tour tickets (for ages 18+)
  • 10% off Specialty Tours
  • 10% off gift shop items
  • Carolina Tiger Rescue Member decal
  • Invitations to members-only events
  • Become part of the Carolina Tiger family and   
     receive email about rescues, animal  
     updates, job openings and upcoming events. 

Student Memberships 
are only $35/year.   
More information at 
CarolinaTigerRescue.org
                           

Petee Ocelot is looking for you!

Financial information aboutCarolina Tiger Rescue and a copy of its license are available from the  
State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. The license is not an endorsement by the State.



Carnivore Preservation, Inc.
DBA Carolina Tiger Rescue
1940 Hanks Chapel Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

919.542.4684

info@carolinatigerrescue.org
www.carolinatigerrescue.org

Tours and Important Dates

To unsubscribe to this newsletter, please email info@carolinatigerrescue.org

DAYTIME TOURS: Year-Round 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

TWILIGHT TOURS: April-October 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

Holiday tours, private tours, specialty tours, field 
trips, and volunteer opportunities available. 
More information: CarolinaTigerRescue.org.

SUMMER CAMPS: June and July, 2019

BLACK TIE & TAILS BALL: February 23, 2019
Join us as we experience the “Mysteries of 
Morocco.” See Page 3 for information.

India Tiger is 
thankful  

for your support  
of her forever 

home at  
Carolina Tiger 

Rescue!
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