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The Director’s Desk Pam Fulk
Executive Director

The Paw Print is published three times a year.  
Special thanks to Judy Johnston for design and layout.

Memories of animals whose lives we’ve changed dramatically are the ones that stand 
out the most in my 14 years at Carolina Tiger. 
Elvis Serval was literally left on our doorstep, underweight with atrophied back legs 
from being confined for too long. Those first months he would only turn in a tight circle 
within his spacious new habitat.  Seeing him blossom into the healthy, lively fellow he’s 
become has been wonderful. 
Rajaji Tiger was 10 when he came to us.  For 10 years, he lived in a small cage and 
never touched grass.  It was a joy to see him become confident in his new home and eventually become the 
star of the tour route.
Vincent Tiger had been treated horribly before coming to us from a private zoo. He seemed to hate humans 
and those first few months we wondered if we could get him to accept our care without endangering us. 
Thanks to the dedication of Senior Keeper Lauren and daily behavior modification sessions, Vincent eventually 
relaxed and lived his remaining years more peacefully. 
I have watched the positive impact that a caring community can have on these animals’ lives.  It is the reason 
we are all so committed to what we do. 
As we grow our educational program, we want to extend that impact.  Recently we received raves about our 
“tiger-approved” Halloween candy campaign, encouraging people to buy palm oil-free candy. That is just 
one way we can reduce the habitat loss for tigers and other wild animals.  Now THAT is impact!
Thank you for your support of the animals.  Your help allows us to make more change.

Cover Photo:  India Tiger
Photo Courtesy of Brian Hochmuth

Volunteer
Be a Member

Adopt an Animal
Be a Monthly Sustainer
Bring Friends for a Tour

Become a Business Sponsor
Attend the Black Tie & Tails Ball

Include the Cats in your Estate Plans
Donate Items on our Amazon Wish List

More information at CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Ways you can help
Get Involved, Lend a Hand
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Join us for our 11th annual Black Tie & Tails Ball!
Imagine Indonesia - a kaleidoscope of 
colors, cultures, and beauty.

Let Carolina Tiger Rescue tempt you with 
a taste of Indonesia at the Black Tie & Tails 
Ball - an evening filled with good friends, 
fine food and drink, and fun silent and live 
auction items.

For tickets, more information, or to bid on 
auction items:  CarolinaTigerRescue.org

Online bidding begins February 18 and 
closes February 24.

A Promise to Nakobi Cougar
Rescue animals aren’t always in the best shape upon arrival at Carolina Tiger Rescue.  

Those who start out well could later develop health issues that a dedicated team 
works to address and solve.  It’s the commitment Carolina Tiger makes to all of our animals.

Nakobi Cougar arrived at Carolina Tiger in May of 2012, when a facility in Ohio shut down due to stricter state 
laws regarding wild cat ownership.  He was perfectly healthy when he moved in.  But one day, Nakobi got 
constipated. The keepers monitored him and paid close attention to his digestive tract movement. He was 
sedated multiple times, including once for exploratory surgery.  He had a bacterial infection in his GI tract that 
caused scarring on his stomach. Therefore, his stomach was not emptying as it should.  Keepers placed him 
on medication that encouraged movement of his digestive tract. They also discontinued feeding Nakobi the 
whole carcass diet provided to the cats of Carolina Tiger; keepers and volunteers had to alter the delicate 
12-year-old cougar’s diet. He can only have ground meat now. 

Nakobi’s needs have prompted a lot of creativity 
from the staff, as he cannot get some of the same 
enrichment – big boxes often stuffed with treats – as the 
other residents.  Sure, he can’t eat cardboard or other 
enrichment items, such as pumpkins, but he gets as 
many different types of ground meat that we can find 
for him.
This talkative guy still loves to stalk, try new foods, and 
play Hide-and-Seek! 
You’ll often find handsome Nakobi perched atop his 
den box, perfectly content.  If you listen close enough 
when he lounges in the sunny spot in his enclosure, you 
can hear his sweet purrs. 

Carolina Tiger has cared for many ill animals over the years because of the duty we have to our rescues. There 
are nearly a dozen resident animals currently on various medications, and most are administered twice a day 
by a team of steadfast keepers, staff, and volunteers who are dedicated to the animals.

There are no shortcuts in giving these animals the best life possible, the life they were promised.
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The Curator’s Corner Kathryn Bertok
Curator

There are times when we wait months for a rescue to happen.  Perhaps due to building 
a new enclosure, or for paperwork from the state, or we are simply waiting for the owner 
to make a final decision to let the animals go.  Other rescues happen overnight.  A call 
comes in and we must move quickly.  Tasha’s rescue was a blend of both.

Before her life at Carolina Tiger, Tasha lived in Alabama.  Her owner ran a roadside zoo 
that was no longer open to the public.  The animals that had been on display were now 
just living their lives out on her property.  After many conversations, and many delays, she was willing to place all 
the cats except two tigers – one of those being Tasha.  We hoped that after having a good experience with letting 
her other animals go, the owner would make the decision to release the last two tigers.  And it worked!  

Months after the first animals arrived, we received a call that the owner was willing to let the last tigers go, but only 
if we could pick them up in 24 hours!  A fellow sanctuary could get Tasha safely to their location right away.  Two 
days later, we picked her up for the last leg of her trip home.  

For Tasha, getting to our property wasn’t the end of her journey.  She then had to find her way to trusting these new 
strangers that wanted desperately to make her feel comfortable and safe.  

in tribute
Kaela’s spunk and infectious joy for life made her easy to love, and her 
take-charge personality kept her brother Rajah in line.  
Kaela and Rajah were hallmarks of change for Carolina Tiger Rescue when 
they came to us in January 2005, after being found walking by a road 
outside of Charlotte, NC.  Their extraordinary story had a happy ending 
when they became our first new animals after many years of not accepting 
rescues.  They were the sign of things to come, bringing renewed energy 
and purpose to Carolina Tiger.
After 11 years, Kaela began suffering from various medical issues.  For a 
year and a half, we did exams, ran blood work, tried different medications, 
and gave her a lot of love and attention as we tried to find the cause of 
Kaela’s problems.  When she became very ill, we made the incredibly 
difficult decision to euthanize Kaela.  Her big, wonderful personality is 
missed every day.

KAELA TIGER

Tasha arriving at Carolina Tiger Rescue Tasha exploring her new home
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Animal Spotlighttasha tiger

There is no question that Tasha Tiger is one 
of our residents with a big personality. Many 
who know her would affectionately describe 
her as a princess.  In contrast to some of our 
other tigers, Tasha wouldn’t dare be caught 
covered in mud after a heavy rain and she 
routinely shakes the dirt off her chicken 
quarters after picking them up off the ground. 

Tasha has come a long way since first 
arriving at Carolina Tiger Rescue from her 
previous home at a roadside zoo.  The tiger 
that offloaded into quarantine that day was 
extremely shy and startled easily. These 
characteristics earned her a spot in a quiet 
enclosure at the back of the sanctuary and 
enrollment into the operant conditioning 
program. 

Though she currently still resides at the 
back of the sanctuary, Tasha has become 
notably more confident.  She is quick to 
dole out multiple chuffles as a greeting to 
familiar visitors, and she has grown bold 
enough to issue a growl when she thinks that 
the vultures have gotten too close to her 
meal.  She gets great joy out of interacting 
with the tigers in neighboring enclosures 
and occasionally startling volunteers while 
they fill her water dishes.  While she is not 
completely fearless, we feel privileged to be 
able to provide Tasha with a safe haven as she 
continues to progress and thrive.

I AM NOT A 
PROFIT

I AM WILD

A roadside zoo is a collection of animals in cages near a busy road 
to lure people into stopping.  There is no database for roadside 
zoos so it is unclear how many there are in the U.S.  What is clear is 
those who run them do not have the animals’ best interests at heart.  
Animals in these tourist attractions spend most, if not all, of their 
lives in cramped concrete cages with little to no enrichment.  Many 
of these places allow public contact with the animals which poses a 
danger to the humans and the animals, all in the name of profit.
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Please let us know that you will be making a gift of stock.  We need 
your name, the stock, and the number of shares being donated to 
properly acknowledge your gift.

Contact: Heidi Zangara (919) 542-4684 x 3010  
  HeidiZangara@CarolinaTigerRescue.org
Carolina Tiger Rescue DTC Information for your broker:  
Morgan Stanley, DTC number: 0015
Credit to: Carolina Tiger Rescue Account #: 043-109913-534
Carolina Tiger Rescue’s Tax ID #: 56-1522499
*Please note:  
  Our legal name is Carnivore Preservation, Inc. dba Carolina Tiger Rescue.

For more information: 
carolinatigerrescue.org/membership-giving/more-ways-to-give/

YOU Make the 
Difference!

Alissa is a leader 
in helping new 
Animal Care 
volunteers and she 
has crafted some 
awesome holiday 
enrichment items 
for the cats.  We 
love her dedication 
and creativity!

Alissa PollAck 
ANIMAL CARE          December 2017

Special Thanks to our Volunteers of the Month

Headed out to Carolina Tiger Rescue 
for a fun and educational tour soon? 
Check out Savanna Station gift shop.  
We have many beautiful holiday gifts 
and ornaments – perfect for all the 
cool cat lovers on your list! 
You May Also Order Online:

Add a Cool Cat to Your 
Holiday Decor!

shop.carolinatigerrescue.org/

Invest in the Animals at Carolina Tiger Rescue!

Make a Gift of Stock
Carolina Tiger Rescue can use the full value of donated 
stock to support our mission of saving and protecting 
wild cats in captivity and in the wild.  If you donate 
appreciated stock that you have owned for more than one 
year:

• You receive an income-tax charitable deduction for the full, 
fair-market value of the stock.

• You may avoid federal capital gains tax on the transfer.

“I am making my annual donation via 
stocks this year. I find that I can donate 
a bit more by using my stocks instead 
of writing a check.”  
          - Stephanie Pope of Williamsburg, VA. 

Stephanie is a retired Latin teacher who 
first heard about Carolina Tiger Rescue 
from Dr. Jane Goodall herself!  
Stephanie’s generous gift will support Star 
Cougar even more than before!

Helena’s positive 
attitude and 
enthusiasm 
for the animals 
is infectious! 
Helena has also 
volunteered at the 
Ball. We are lucky 
to have her on the 
team.  

helena Towarzynska 
ANIMAL CARE         October 2017

Thank you, Helena!

Daniel has an 
unshakable 
commitment to the 
animals and never 
hesitates to do 
what’s needed.  His 
joy is contagious, 
and we are happy 
to have him as a 
volunteer.  

DANIEL Morrison 
CONSTRUCTION     November 2017

Thank you, Daniel!

Thank you, Alissa!



7

Caro l inaT igerRescue.o rg

The Paw Print  • WINTER 2017

NEWS FROM 
THE SANCTUARY

Keeper’s Log

 Roscoe Tiger

Keepers: Cara Vitale, Larissa Keliher, Lauren Humphries

WINTER 2017 
When we rescue an animal, we often learn they did not previously 
have adequate housing, treatment, or veterinary care, and they may 
have suffered abuse at the hands of their caregivers.  As a result, they 
may be aggressive, anxious, nervous, or exhibit abnormal repetitive 
behaviors.  One of the tools keepers use to help these animals is 
operant conditioning with positive reinforcement.  When the animal 
completes a desired behavior, we offer a positive reward, such as 
food.  Our goal is to increase confidence, decrease aggression, and 
make the animals more comfortable with daily animal care.  One of 
the animals that has excelled with training is Roscoe Tiger.  Roscoe was 
scared of new sights, sounds, and people.  Through training, we built 
his confidence and now he is less afraid of men, new situations, and 
the transport crate.  Roscoe is currently working on behaviors including 
opening his mouth for inspection and holding for voluntary injections.  

Financial information about this organization and a copy of its license are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at 1-888-830-4989. 
The license is not an endorsement by the State.

CAROLINA TIGER RESCUE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Marie Hopper, President 

Chad Virgil, Vice President
Jay Baas, Secretary & Treasurer

 Barbara Daniel | Laura Gasaway | Becky Naples   
Sally Newman | Paige Otos 
Ruth Stalvey | Julia Wood

Staff
Pam Fulk, Executive Director

Kathryn Bertok, Assistant Director & Curator
Tiffany Bernard, Construction Assistant

Kyra Bucich, Office Manager
Katie Cannon, Education Director

Nicola Goodman, Data Services Assistant
Amanda Henry, Gift Shop Manager
Maryssa Hill, Volunteer Coordinator
Lauren Humphries, Senior Keeper

Larissa Keliher, Keeper
Susan King Cope, Development Director

Angela Lassiter, Veterinarian
Jessika Morgan, Communications Coordinator

Karen Rafferty, Administrative Assistant
Chris Stufano, Site Manager

Cara Vitale, Keeper
Heidi Zangara, Planned Giving Manager

CAROLINA TIGER MEMORIES
Remember The Cats With A Holiday Gift 

· $25 provides enrichment for the cats
· $50 provides enough straw for all of the den boxes
· $100 provides medicine for a sick cat
· $250 provides food for all of the animals for one day
· $500 provides enough supplies for one quarantine exam
· $1,000 provides food for all of the animals for one entire week!
· $1,500 provides materials for ongoing habitat maintenance

Make a gift online at CarolinaTigerRescue.org

100% of your donation will support the cats. 
Just think… 



Carnivore Preservation, Inc.
DBA Carolina Tiger Rescue
1940 Hanks Chapel Rd.
Pittsboro, NC 27312

919.542.4684

info@carolinatigerrescue.org
www.carolinatigerrescue.org

SUMMER CAMPS: June and July, 2018

BLACK TIE & TAILS BALL:  February 24, 2018 
Join us as we journey to “Indonesia…where the 
sacred meets the wild.”

To unsubscribe from this newsletter, 
please email 

info@carolinatigerrescue.org

Madonna thanks you for 
the gift of your support!

Tours and Important Dates
DAYTIME TOURS: Year-Round 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

TWILIGHT TOURS:  April-October
Friday, Saturday, Sunday

Holiday tours, private tours, specialty tours, 
field trips, and volunteer opportunities 
available. More information available at 
CarolinaTigerRescue.org.


